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Equator Initiative

The Equator Initiative is a partnership that
brings together the United Nations, govern-
ments, civil society, business and local groups
to build the capacity and raise the profile of
sustainable communities in developing coun-
tries within the equatorial belt.

A simple fact lies at the heart of the Equator
Initiative’s work: the world’s greatest concentra-
tion of biological wealth is found in the tropics, in
countries often beset by acute poverty. This bio-
logical wealth is under threat as never before.

The good news is that local grassroots and indig-
enous communities are actively charting a path
towards a more sustainable future, using their
biological resources in creative and sustainable
ways for food, medicine, shelter and improved
livelihoods.

The Equator Initiative aims to champion and sup-
port community-level development projects that
link economic improvement with the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity. To this end,
the Equator Initiative partners are undertaking
seven activities:

+ Sponsoring the biennial Equator Prize,
awarded to recognize outstanding com-
munities from developing countries in the
tropics that demonstrate in practical terms
how efforts to conserve biodiversity can also
reduce poverty,

+ Offering learning exchange grants so that
grassroots practitioners can share best prac-
tices with other communities in the tropics,

+ Facilitating eco-entrepreneur mentoring
to provide business and financial advice for
small sustainable business startups,

+ Assisting people and protected areas
where communities must balance income
generation with the conservation of biodiver-
sity in or near World Heritage Sites,

+ Making the community to policy connec-
tion by linking local sustainable development
innovators with policies that affect them,
and working to ensure communities have
the input, political support and funding they
deserve,

» Fostering research and learning by enlisting
networks of experts and practitioners to use
community best practices to inform policy and
development priorities, and

* Mounting a global public awareness cam-
paign to raise the profile of sustainable
communities in donor countries and encour-
age adoption of community best practices in
developing regions.

As sustainable community initiatives take root
throughout the tropics, they are laying the foun-
dation for a global movement of local successes
that are collectively making a substantive contri-
bution to achieving the Millennium Development
Goals.

Biodiversity

The variety of life on earth, including
genes, species and ecosystems is known
as biological diversity, or biodiversity. In
addition to being a source of food, fuel,
shelter, medicines and livelihoods, biodi-
versity also provides the critical ‘ecosys-
tem services’ of air and water purification,
waste treatment, nutrient cycling, disease
control and moderation of erosion, floods
and drought.

“It is sad that there are more than one billion
people who are still poor. But we represent the
good news. We are showing that it is possible to
protect the environment with full minds and full
stomachs.”

Benson Venegas Robinson
Talamanca Initiative, Costa Rica




