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24 September 2007 – Having identified    climate 
change as a defining issue of our era, the 
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, convened the 
High-Level Event on Climate Change, “The Future 
in Our Hands: Addressing the Leadership 
Challenge of  Climate Change,” at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York.  The High-Level Event 
brought together Heads of State and other high-
ranking government officials and ministers from 
around the world one day  before the opening of 
the sixty-second session of the General Assembly.  
This event was not meant as an occasion for 
negotiations; rather, it was intended to be a venue 
for world leaders to express political will to tackle 
the climate change challenge through concerted 
action.  World leaders were indeed focused on 
climate change in a way that they never have been 
before.  With more than 70 Heads of State and 
other high officials from more than 150 countries, it 
was the largest meeting ever of world leaders on 
climate change.  Discussions were focused on four 
priority areas of policy:  
 
Adaptation: How to adapt to the impacts of climate 
change and build increased resilience in the face of 
increasing vulnerability   
Mitigation: How to stabilize concentrations of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere at a safe 
level 
Technology:  How to make full use of technology 
and innovation to solve the climate change 
challenge 
Financing: How to mobilize resources to finance 
the response to climate change  
 
Four simultaneous plenary sessions were held, one 
for each of the priority areas.  Each session was 
chaired by two Heads of State, with statements 
made by world leaders and representatives of civil 
society and business.  The event was opened and 
closed by the Secretary-General himself.   

The event, a result of the Secretary-General’s 
leadership on and dedication to the climate change 
issue, follows the release of reports earlier this year 
by the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, which have indicated 
that the Earth’s climate is unequivocally warming, 
and that this rise in temperature is primarily 
attributable to human activity.  Subsequent 
economic analyses of this phenomenon indicate 
that the cost of continued inaction will be far 
greater than that of a concerted and immediate 
response. The impact of climate change is already 
being felt in many regions, especially in Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS), and on most 
ecosystems.  Climate change threatens to put 
meeting the Millennium Development Goals 
beyond reach and negate hard won progress 
toward achieving them.  The negative effects of 
climate change, if left unabated, will compromise 
the quality of life for generations to come.  As far as 
the Secretary-General is concerned, “the time for 
doubt has passed;” addressing climate change is a 
“matter of survival.” 
 
The challenge of dealing with climate change is 
currently being addressed under United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol, but these 
agreements expire in 2012. The United Nations 
Climate Change Conference taking place in Bali 
this month, and is already considered a watershed 
moment in furthering the global response to climate 
change, as it is where the road map towards a new 
climate change agreement will be negotiated.  The 
Secretary-General desires “nothing short of a real 
breakthrough in Bali,” and has stated that “the 
immediate challenge is to transform our common 
concern into a new consensus on the way forward.”  
World leaders, recognizing the need for an 
international mechanism for dealing with climate 
change, have recognized the UNFCCC as the 
appropriate institutional framework for creating a 
global solution to this global challenge, and began 
the task of renewal by participating in the High-
Level Event.  
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The goal of the High-Level Event was to build 
momentum; it was convened to promote dialogue, 
to highlight priority issues, and to mobilize support 
at the highest level for a strong political signal to 
the UN Climate Change Conference in Bali that 
Governments are ready to accelerate work under 
the UNFCCC.  The High-Level Event was an 
opportunity for world leaders to realize the 
importance of empowering their constituencies, 
those that will negotiate at the conference in Bali, 
with a sense of purpose and a mandate to make 
strong commitments to climate change goals.  
 
The results of the High-Level Event on Climate 
Change, as summarized by the Secretary-General 
in his closing address, indicate that the event was 
highly successful.  He noted that world leaders 
“brought home loud and clear the message that 
economic and social development cannot be 
sustainable unless we deal decisively” with the 
climate change issue.  He believes the High-Level 
Event on Climate Change  “sent a powerful political 
signal to the world, and to the Bali conference, that 
there is the will, and the determination, at the 
highest level, to break with the past and act 
decisively” to safeguard our planet.   

We would like to encourage Between the Lines readers 
to join the Equator Net, an e-mail list service managed 
by the Equator Initiative that provides targeted 
information on educational and funding opportunities, 
upcoming events, and Equator Initiative news to Equator 
Prize finalists and other community-based organizations 
that are engaged in biodiversity conservation and 
poverty reduction.  You can request to join the Equator 
Net list service by sending an email to: 
equator-net@groups.undp.org. 
 
In response to requests by current members, the 
Equator Initiative has launched an Equator Net blog.  
This blog will serve primarily as an archive for all 
Equator Net messages in monthly as well as thematic 
categories.  The blog will also allow users to add 
comments to Equator Net contributions and discussions, 
in an effort to increase interaction among members.  To 
share your thoughts, simply use the comment function 
found at the end of each Equator Net post.  Please 
include your name, organization, and email (optional) in 
your comments, so that your contribution can be 
properly recognized.  Posted items become visible once 
they are  accepted by the Equator Net moderator. 
 
You can visit the new Equator Net blog at: 
www.equatornet.blogspot.com.  

A New Global Framework for Action on       
Climate Change 

 
The essential parameters of a new global frame-
work for addressing climate change, as identified 
by Secretary-General, include: 
• Enhanced leadership by the industrialized 

countries on emission reductions 
• Incentives for developing countries to act, but 

without sacrificing economic growth or pov-
erty reduction, and fully consistent with the 
principle of common but differentiated re-
sponsibilities 

• Significantly increased support for adaptation 
in developing countries, especially for least 
developed and small island developing 
states 

• Strengthened technology development and 
dissemination 

• New approaches to financing, including bet-
ter use of market-based approaches 

Equator Net Blog Launched! 
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Energy and Climate Change:  
North and South Perspectives 
 
1 October 2007 – Coming on the heels of the 
Secretary General’s High-Level Event on Climate 
Change, Energy and Climate Change: North and 
South Perspectives focused on the challenges and 
opportunities of dealing with climate change while 
promoting a sustainable energy future. Held at 
Fordham Law School, the forum was hosted by the 
Leitner Center for International Law and Justice, in 
partnership with the Fordham Environmental Law 
Review, the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Pace Law School, and the UNDP Equator Initiative. 
Featuring speakers from the United Nations, 
academics, the private sector, and government 
officials, the forum provided an opportunity to share 
and discuss a wide range of views on climate 
change. The forum profiled the United Nations 
response to climate change, US and EU responses, 
and energy policies that could effectively contribute 
to tackling climate change while securing alternative 
energy sources and promoting economic 
development.  
 
Christopher Flavin , President of the Worldwatch 
Institute and keynote speaker, spoke of the need for 
transformations in technology and lifestyle to meet 
the challenges of the climate crisis.  He also called 
for a new and more efficient energy system based 
on non-fossil fuels, the expansion of carbon pricing, 
and a “complex matrix of policies” to ensure 
environmental protection and improved economic 
and social conditions for humanity.   

He cautioned that “we are within 10 to 20 years of 
reaching a tipping point” in global climate change, 
beyond which the dramatic effects of the crisis will 
overwhelm human capacity to adapt.  He also 
spoke of his optimism that humanity would meet 
the climate change challenge with a timely and 
effective effort. 
 
The panel discussion “Climate Change and 
Energy: Addressing the Challenges of 
Mitigation, Adaptation, Technology, and 
Financing – International and National 
Perspectives”  provided an overview of the United 
Nations response to climate change in the key 
areas of mitigation, adaptation, technology and 
finance, as well as views from the US and EU, the 
major players in the global energy market. Charles 
McNeill , Environment Programme Team Manager 
and Senior Biodiversity Conservation Advisor – 
UNDP, moderated the panel.  The session began 
with a screening of the video “A Way Forward: 
Confronting Climate Change,” produced by the UN 
Foundation and National Geographic for the 
Secretary-General’s High-Level Event.  
 
Juanita Castaño , Chief of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) New York 
Liaison Office, spoke on the topics of adaptation 
and mitigation, and summarized the results of the 
Secretary-General’s High-Level Event on Climate 
Change.  Kathleen Abdalla , Chief of the National 
Information, Monitoring and Outreach Branch, 
Division for Sustainable Development, United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA), spoke on the topics of technology and 
finance.  The panelists outlined the major 
outcomes of the High-Level Event (which are 
discussed in detail on pages 2 and 3 of this 
newsletter).  They also noted the need for a 
massive international push to roll out new clean 
and low carbon technologies at lower costs by 
using policy to favor these technologies over fossil-
fuels, and a need to improve and combine 
mechanisms, such as the carbon markets, the 
Clean Development Mechanism, official 
development assistance, and national policies to 
create the financing  to address climate change. 
 
Robert L. Howse , Visiting Professor of Law, 
Fordham Law School, and Alene and Allan F. 
Smith Professor of Law, Michigan Law School, 
provided context on the US position on climate 
change, including recent developments and 
proposals.  These include a carbon emissions  
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cap and carbon credit purchase process, and a “cap-
and-trade” program, whereby the US would require 
importers of “carbon-heavy” commodities to purchase 
carbon credits.   
 
Karl Kellner , Advisor to the Director, Directorate 
General for Energy and Transport, European 
Commission, provided an overview of recent 
European Union climate change positions, policies, 
and actions.   He outlined the EU approach to dealing 
with climate change, which includes an action plan 
requiring member states to meet the binding targets 
of 20% emissions reductions and 10% use of bio-
fuels by 2020 (the first set of legally binding targets in 
the history of the EU).   

The panel on “Renewables: Challenges and 
Opportunities”  provided an opportunity for 
representatives of the private sector, government, 
and academia to discuss opportunities for providing 
renewable sources of energy, including currently 
available options, and also the difficulties that arise 
for governments and the private sector when trying to 
provide them on a large scale. Dale Bryk , Senior 
Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council, and 
Director, Environmental Law Clinic, Yale Law School, 
moderated the panel.  Nancy M. Bacon , Senior Vice 
President, Energy Conversion Devices, Inc., 
discussed the availability and pricing of photovoltaic 
panels and sheeting, the use of solar power in 
eliminating “energy poverty,” and the trend toward 
lower costs and increased use. Erika Szyszczak , 
Jean Monnet Professor of European Law ad 
personam, Professor of European Competition and 
Labour Law, University of Leicester, and Director of 
the Centre for European Law and Integration, offered 
commentary and constructive criticism of the energy 
and climate actions and policies of the EU. 

Kit Kennedy , Special Deputy Attorney General for 
Environmental Protection, New York State, 
discussed the movement towards increasing use of 
renewables, the challenges, and available 
economic tools, such as the Renewable Portfolio 
Standard, feed-in tariffs, public benefit funds, tax 
policies and incentives, and environmental 
disclosure rules 
 
The panel on “Energy Efficiency”  provided 
information on the global push to improve energy 
efficiency, where the efficiency gaps are in the 
energy system, and the challenges for improving 
energy efficiency, especially in the context of the 
developing world.  Richard Ottinger , Professor of 
Law & Dean Emeritus, Pace University School of 
Law, moderated the panel.  Ashok Gupta , Air and 
Energy Program Director, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, discussed the current state of 
energy efficiency, identified possible efficiency 
solutions, and outlined some of the major 
challenges in the provision of utilities services. He 
noted that, with regard to energy efficiency, the 
“available solutions would have major positive 
economic and environmental effects.” M.K. 
Ramesh , Professor of Law, National Law School of 
India University, discussed the challenges of 
efficiently meeting energy needs in the developing 
world, as well as the unique opportunities and 
conditions that currently exist in India, indicating 
that India has made dealing with the climate crisis 
a national priority. Rubén Kraiem , Corporate 
Partner, Covington and Burling LLP, and Adjunct 
Professor of Law, Fordham Law School, discussed 
the difficulties in meeting the requirements of the 
Clean Development Mechanism, which is overly 
bureaucratic and unpredictable, and the failure of 
the international community to mobilize markets to 
meet energy needs. 

L to R: Kathleen Abdalla (UNDESA),  
Juanita Castaño (UNEP), Charles McNeill (UNDP) 

A large crowd attended the conference, held in the 
McNally Amphitheater at Fordham Law School. 
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The discussion focused on indigenous 
entrepreneurship, and included participants from 
indigenous groups, the private sector, business 
leaders, academics, donors, and policy-makers.  The 
event was held at the United Nations Secretariat in 
New York, and was co-facilitated by Mr. John Scott, 
Policy Officer for Traditional Knowledge, at the United 
Nations Secretariat for the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and Mr. Sean Southey, Manager of the 
UNDP Equator Initiative.  The panelists included: 
Veneranda Xochitl Juarez-Varela from Café La Selva, 
Mexico, Manuel Quezada IX from Community Tours 
Sian Ka’an, Mexico, Ole Petenya Y. Shani from the 
Shompole Community Trust in Kenya, Dr. Richard 
Walley of the Nyoongar people in Australia, Tashka 
Yawanawá, Chief of the Yawanawá tribe, Laura 
Yawanawá from Brazil and Dominique Conseil, 
president of Aveda. 
 
The objectives of the dialogue included analyzing 
indigenous entrepreneurship among diverse 
stakeholders; discussing the opportunities and 
challenges of economic development for indigenous 
communities; and outlining the current trends, needs 
of indigenous entrepreneurs, and role of partnerships 
in capacity development.   The discussion shed light 
on the diverse contexts of indigenous 
entrepreneurship through the sharing of existing 
business cases and capacity development 
initiatives.   The event also focused attention on the 
potential for longer-term plans for capacity 
development programs for indigenous entrepreneurs, 
and the opportunities and challenges indigenous 
entrepreneurs face in partnering with donors, lending 
institutions, business development agencies, and 
private corporations.  The dialogue was intended to 
celebrate successes, promote the sharing of 
knowledge, inform policy decisions, and develop 
capacity.   
 
To find additional presentations and more detailed 
information on the event please visit the Equator 
Initiative website: 
http://www.undp.org/equatorinitiative/
equatordialogues/events/23May2007.htm  

23 May 2007 – Indigenous people around the world 
have suffered from chronic poverty, limited access to 
education and health services, and cultural 
destruction. Their livelihoods, often derived from their 
local environments, have been encroached on by 
colonial expansion, the shifting of population centers, 
and the demand for land and resources brought about 
by the world economic system. Indigenous 
communities, once strong and cohesive social units, 
have been compromised by urban migration, loss of 
land rights, and declining populations. In the coming 
decades, the negative effects of climate change will 
disproportionately affect indigenous communities 
living in close proximity to the natural environment.  
Indigenous leaders employ a two-tiered strategy to 
address these challenges; re-building the ‘nations’ and 
improving socio-economic status.  By promoting 
strong cultural ties, leaders encourage their 
communities to maintain and revive cultural traditions.  
Leaders also foster ‘indigenous entrepreneurship,’ an 
approach to achieving economic self-sufficiency 
conducted by people that identify themselves as 
indigenous that preserves their cultures and societies, 
protects the environment, and improves economic, 
social, and political well-being.   
 
Indigenous entrepreneurs seek to create economic 
opportunities for their people by creating and 
expanding businesses that provide for the community, 
and that are culturally, environmentally, and socially 
responsible.  Yet indigenous entrepreneurs face many 
challenges in conducting business; they are limited by 
political, economic, socio-cultural, technological, legal, 
and environmental constraints.  These social 
innovators require cooperation from community 
organizations, civil society, NGOs, governments, 
policy makers, and the private sector. Ideas, 
knowledge, and skills need to be shared and 
improved.   
 
In support of indigenous entrepreneurship, the 
Equator Initiative, in partnership with Aveda, Tribal 
Link Foundation, the Global Environment Facility’s 
(GEF) Small Grants Programme, and World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), recently 
hosted a panel discussion during the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues.   

A Dialogue for the Future: 
Indigenous Entrepreneurship—Successes and Challenges 
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Veneranda Xochitl Juarez-Varela represented Café La Selva, a community-based 
cooperative of indigenous Tojolabal and Tzeltal small farmers that produces organic 
coffee in Chiapas, Mexico. The organization operates a chain of coffee shops in Mexico 
and the United States, exports coffee around the world, and won the Equator Prize in 
2002. She noted that to be successful, indigenous entrepreneurs need to discover 
niches in which they have comparative advantages, and then articulate the importance 
of investments for productive processes (not just aid to subsidize consumption). She 
stressed the need for community protocols that support democratic processes.   

Manuel Quezada IX represented Community Tours Sian Ka’an, a Mayan ecotourism 
business and education center on Mexico’s Caribbean coast south of Cancun.   Located 
in the Sian Ka'an Biosphere Reserve, Community Tours Sian Ka’an serves as a model 
for sustainable development in sensitive tropical ecosystems, and was an Equator Prize 
finalist in 2006.  Manuel Quezada noted that the model for successful 
indigenous entrepreneurship needs to be updated to focus upon cooperative efforts and 
environmental and cultural assets.  He also called for the creation of a system of permits 
and regulations to prevent environmental degradation and enterprise failure. 

Tashka Yawanawá,  Chief of the Yawanawá tribe and his wife Laura Yawanawá noted 
that indigenous peoples are not poor—they are rich in knowledge of the medicinal plants 
and biodiversity of their land.  They urged non-indigenous companies to follow Aveda’s 
example in thinking beyond the bottom line—to embrace a business model that 
encourages economic profit while ensuring cultural preservation.  They emphasized that 
their partnership with Aveda, which began in 1992, has protected their lands and brought 
the Yawanawá culture back from the brink of extinction. 

Ole Petenya Y. Shani represented the Shompole Community Trust of Kenya, a Maasai 
organization that operates in partnership with a luxury ecotourism lodge to deliver 
benefits to the local Maasai community.  Shani has found that the partnership reduces 
poverty, facilitates skills transfer, encourages joint ventures and related enterprise spin-
offs, and has improved the environment. He noted that ensuring a larger portion of 
tourist revenues stays in local communities remains a long-term goal and challenge. 

Dominique Conseil , President of Aveda, brought the panel discussion to a close.  
Dominique emphasized the imperative for businesses to adopt the models articulated by 
the panelists — models that are mindful of the communities with which they partner and 
are appreciative of the value that indigenous people bring to commercial partnerships.  
Noting the limits of the traditional business approach in partnerships with indigenous 
peoples, he counseled for a wiser approach with a sense of balance.  He also noted that 
finding innovative niche markets is an essential strategy for ensuring the survival of 
biologically diverse environments and culturally rich communities. 

Dr. Richard Walley  represented the Nyoongar people of Western Australia, who formed 
a partnership with the cosmetics company Aveda three years ago for the provision of 
sandalwood.  Dr. Walley emphasized that to work with indigenous peoples, companies 
need to have respect and patience — respect for the richness of indigenous knowledge 
and patience to learn their cultural norms.  He also expressed his belief that protocols 
and contract language particularly targeted for the facilitation of indigenous and non-
indigenous partnerships need to be further developed. 

The Participants . . .  
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Philippines:  13 June 2007 – Two Equator Prize 
Finalists, the Center for Empowerment & Resource 
Development (CERD) and Pederasyon sa mga 
Nagkahiusang mga Mag-uuma nga Nanalipud ug 
Nagpasig-uli sa Kinaiyahan Inc. (PENAGMANNAK), were 
recognized for their outstanding sustainable development 
and biodiversity conservation efforts. UNDP Philippines 
and the Global Environment Facility Small Grants 
Programme (GEF-SGP) held the awards ceremony and 
presented an Equator Prize certificate to both community 
organizations. CERD was nominated for its work with 
fisherfolk in Hinatuan Bay, Surigao del Sur, promoting the 
effective management of the marine and coastal 
resources on which the community depends on for 
livelihood. PENAGMANNAK received recognition for 
conservation efforts in Mt. Talinis and the Twin Lakes 
area in Negros Oriental. 
 
Senegal: 6 June, 2007 – UNDP Senegal and the Ministry 
for the Environment and Nature Protection celebrated 
World Environment Day and Equator Prize Finalist, 
Collectif des Groupements d’Interests Economiques des 
Femmes pour la Protection de la Nature (COPRONAT). 
Many exciting programs were presented during the event 
including an exhibition of children’s drawings. Members 
of the community of COPRONAT were invited and 
honored with an Equator Prize certificate. 
 
Kenya: 18 September, 2007 – The UNDP Country Office 
in Kenya recognized two communities for their efforts of 
biodiversity conservation and poverty alleviation.  In the 
category of an outstanding community-driven 
biodiversity-based business, Shompole Community Trust 
received the Equator Prize for protecting and restoring 
the environment, as well as for investing in healthcare 
services, education, water supply, and school fees. 
Equator Prize finalist Kipsaina Crane and Wetland 
Conservation Group (KCWCG) was honored for the 
conservation and restoration of the Saiwa Swamp 
National Park. Through protecting and restoring wetland 
areas, this initiative, formed in 1990, has ensured that 
neighboring communities have access to a reliable and 
clean source of water year round. 

 

The Celebrations Continue ! 
 

Honey Care Africa Products  
available in the U.S. Market 

 
The Equator Initiative is proud to congratulate Honey Care 
Africa, 2002 Equator Prize finalist, for the successful 
launch of its exotic range of fair trade honey products in 
the U.S. market.  First commercial sales of Honey Care’s 
African Blossom, Highland Blend, Acacia and Wild Comb 
commenced last year and have received positive reviews 
from store owners and consumers alike.  The honey, 
which is produced by thousands of small-holder farmers in 
East Africa, is now available at Delicious Orchards, New 
Jersey, Nature's Cradle’s direct retail outlet in New York, 
and Choice Bagel, a gourmet deli in Eastchester, New 
York. Over the coming months, the products will become 
available across the Eastern U.S. 
 
 
Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha Executive 
Director meets Equator Initiative Team 

 
The Equator Initiative team recently had the pleasure of 
meeting with Mr. Abul Hasanat Mohammed Rezwan, 
Executive Director of Equator Prize winner Shidhulai 
Swanirvar Sangstha.  Mr. Rezwan had traveled from 
Bangladesh to New York City to accept the 2007 UNEP 
Sasakawa Prize on behalf of Shidhulai.  The Equator 
Initiative would like to congratulate Shidhulai Swanirvar 
Sangstha on its continued international success and thank 
Mr. Rezwan for taking time to meet the team! 
 
 

Member of Equator Prize Organization 
Now Finalist for Goldman Prize  

 
The Equator Initiative would like to congratulate Donato 
Bumacas from the Kalinga Mission for Indigenous 
Children and Youth Development, Inc. (KAMICYDI), an 
Equator Prize finalist in 2006, for being selected as a 
finalist for the Goldman Prize. The award honours 
grassroots environmental heroes who demonstrate 
sustained and significant efforts to protect and enhance 
the natural environment. Donato is being recognized for 
reviving indigenous and sustainable agricultural methods 
that counter the impacts of poverty and environmental 
degradation.   

News & Notes 
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About the Equator Initiative  
 

The Equator Initiative is a partnership designed to  
reduce poverty through the conservation and  
sustainable use of biodiversity in the equatorial 
belt by fostering, supporting, and strengthening  
community partnerships. 
 
The Equator Initiative undertakes work in support 
of community conservation and development and 
awards the biennial Equator Prize.  This prize 
recognizes outstanding local efforts to advance 
biodiversity conservation and poverty reduction in 
the tropics.  Further details are available on the 
Equator Initiative website. 

 

Equator Initiative Partners  
Government of Canada 

Conservation International 
Convention on Biological Diversity 

Ecoagriculture Partners 
Fordham University 

German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation & Development (BMZ) 

IDRC - International Development Research 
Centre 

IUCN - The World Conservation Union 
Rare 

Television Trust for the Environment 
The Nature Conservancy 

United Nations Foundation 
United Nations Development Programme 

 
Removing yourself from our Mailing List 

If you’d like to be removed from Between the 
Lines distribution list, please email us at:   

equatorinitiative@undp.org 
 

Further Information   
If you have any comments, questions, or 

suggestions, please feel free to contact us at: 

 
Equator Initiative, UNDP                              

405 Lexington Avenue, 5th Floor       
New York, NY 10174, U.S.A. 

 
Email: equatorinitiative@undp.org 

Tel: +1 212-457-1709 
Fax: +1 212-457-1370 

www.equatorinitiative.org  

26-31 October 2007— The Equator Initiative and partners 
convened in Bangalore, India for the launch of the Community 
Knowledge Service (CKS) Asia initiative and to join a strategic 
planning meeting for the CKS international process. The program 
was hosted by the Foundation for the Revitalisation of Local 
Health Traditions (FRLHT), one of the CBOs leading the 
development of CKS Asia. 
 
On 26th and 27th October, 20 international guests participated in 
the CKS International Strategic Planning meeting including 
representatives from Costa Rica, India, Kenya, Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, Sri Lanka, Uganda and Zimbabwe. Participants 
reviewed progress in CKS development since the September 
2006 Strategic Planning meeting held in Berlin; shared 
experiences in developing community knowledge-sharing 
activities at the local and regional levels; and strengthened the 
work plan for CKS International over the next 18 months.  
 
International guests then had the opportunity to visit a number of 
community-led initiatives being supported by FRLHT and partners 
in the region, including the community-based health practices and 
herbal home gardens; landscape restoration through medicinal 
agro-forestry development; enterprise development opportunities 
through traditional medicinal plant products processing and seri-
culture. Participants also took the opportunity to undertake a one-
day training on methodologies for the documentation and 
assessment of Local Health Traditions, and the potential 
application of such methodologies in their own work. 
 
The concluding element of the program was an inaugural event 
on the 31st October to launch the CKS Asia Program. Convened 
at the Foundation of Local Health Traditions, international guests 
were joined by over 150 representatives from across India, from 
community-based organizations, farmers' and watershed users' 
associations, traditional healers, as well as a representative from 
the office of the Governor of Karnataka State, His Excellency Shri 
Rameshwar Thakur. 
 
The events in Bangalore mark a significant step in the 
development of the Community Knowledge Service facilitated by 
the Equator Initiative in partnership with Ecoagriculture Partners. 
Participants from India, Sri Lanka, and the Philippines are now 
well positioned to undertake CKS activities and build the CKS 
Asia network within their own countries as well as through 
outreach to community-based initiatives in neighboring countries. 
In Latin America and Africa, CKS partners have also committed to 
strengthen regional CKS programs, building on opportunities for 
knowledge-sharing and networking among community leaders, 
CBOs and their partners. 

Launch of Community K nowledge Service Asia 
-CKS International Strategi c Planning Meeting-     

26-31 October, Bangalore, India 


