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Call for Nominations: Equator Prize 2008

Nominate Now!

The Equator Initiative has launched the
Equator Prize 2008! The internationally
renowned Equator Prize recognizes
community-based initiatives that
demonstrate achievement in reducing
poverty through conservation of

biodiversity. Read M o
ead More

Learn About Previous
Equator Prize Honorees

The Equator Prize cycles of 2002, 2004
and 2006 have recognized 78 community
groups for their exceptional work.

Read More >>
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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

In this Special Issue of Between the Lines, we are pleased
to announce the launch of the Equator Prize 2008.

The Equator Prize is awarded to recognize and celebrate
outstanding community efforts to reduce poverty through
the conservation of biodiversity. Since its inception in 2002,
the Equator Prize has honored the work of 78 exceptional
communities in equatorial countries that span the globe
from Africa, to Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America and
the Caribbean.

On the following pages you will find information on this
year’s selection criteria and the prize process. The Equator
Prize 2008 nomination process will be open through May
31, 2008.

Please disseminate this announcement widely. We look
forward to receiving your nomination(s)!

Sincerely,

The Equator Initiative Team




Launch of the Equator Prize 2008

What is the Equator Prize?

The biennial Equator Prize celebrates local
communities throughout the equatorial belt that
successfully combine biodiversity conservation and
poverty reduction. Prize winners receive worldwide
recognition for their work, an opportunity to help
shape national and global policy and a significant
monetary award.

The Equator Prize 2008

Twenty-five community organizations will be honored
with the Equator Prize 2008 and US $5,000 each.
Five of these communities will receive special
recognition and an additional US $15,000. Special
recognition will be given in the following categories:
one for each region of eligibility (Africa, Asia and the
Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean), one
to the initiative that best exemplifies community
approaches to adapt to climate change, and one to
the initiative that best exemplifies the conservation of
agricultural biodiversity.

The Equator Prize will be presented in October 2008,
in Barcelona, Spain, at the [JUCN World Conservation
Congress. All winners will have the opportunity to
showcase their work in the “Poble” Dialogue Space
at the Congress. More information to come!

Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible, initiatives must be located within the
equatorial belt (23.5° latitude North and South of

the Equator) and in a developing country*. To view
a list of eligible countries, please click here.

Nominations may be submitted for:

Community-based organizations;
Community-based enterprises;

Indigenous groups;

Non-governmental organizations; and

Initiatives associated with a community-
conserved area or other biological reserve.

Selection Criteria

Equator Prize finalists represent all types of
communities and projects, but they share the goal of
seeking to increase community welfare while
conserving biodiversity. Eligible communities should
meet the following six criteria: impact, partnerships,
sustainability, innovation and transferability, leadership
and community empowerment, as well as gender
equality and social inclusion. Click here for
elaboration on selection criteria.

Nominate Community Initiatives!

Please send us your nomination! We hope you will
nominate qualified grassroots community initiatives
that meet our criteria. The nomination questions can
be found on the following page of this newsletter, are
available on www.equatorinitiative.org and in hard
copy by request. Nominations may be submitted in
English, French, Portuguese or Spanish, online, by e-
mail, fax, or post. Self-nominations will be
accepted.

Completed nominations must be submitted no
later than May 31, 2008 to:

Equator Initiative, UNDP

405 Lexington Avenue, 5th Floor

New York, NY 10174

Web: www.equatorinitiative.org

Email: equatorinitiative@undp.org

Tel: +1.212.457.1709 / Fax: +1.212.457.1370

Do you have any questions? For more information
on the criteria for the Prize, the award process, and
the online nomination system, visit the Equator
Initiative website at www.equatorinitiative.org.

To nominate
online

click here!




Equator Prize 2008 Nomination Form

Please complete all questions, online or on a separate sheet, in five pages or less.

10.

11.

12.
13.

Name of group or organization being nominated.

Nominee is best described as: (choose all that apply)

e Community-based organization

e Indigenous group

¢ Non-governmental organization

e Community-based enterprise

e [|nitiative associated with a community-conserved area or other biological reserve
e Other (Please specify)

Initiative Description and Innovations: Provide a description of the initiative (i.e. its purpose, activities, and
achievements). ldentify the main social and environmental issues addressed by the initiative and describe what
innovative approaches are being taken to address them. Describe how these innovations may be applicable to other
communities’ efforts to reduce poverty and conserve biodiversity.

Poverty Reduction: How has the initiative improved the socio-economic conditions and well-being of the community?
Describe how these livelihood improvements are linked to the initiative's efforts to conserve biodiversity. If possible,
please quantify these improvements.

Biodiversity Impacts: How has the initiative contributed to the conservation or sustainable use of biodiversity or to
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from biodiversity and/or genetic resources? Describe how these
conservation efforts are linked to improved socio-economic conditions. If possible, please quantify these contributions.

Partnerships: For each partner, describe the nature of the partnership, its origins, and how the partnership has
contributed to the success of this initiative.

Sustainability: Describe the operational sustainability of the initiative. When did this initiative begin? What are the key
social, institutional, financial, and ecological elements that make this initiative sustainable? Describe any plans for the
growth of the initiative.

Gender and Social Inclusion: Describe how the initiative has facilitated gender equality and social inclusion in its
approach to biodiversity conservation and poverty reduction.

Leadership and Community Empowerment: Describe how the initiative has built the leadership capacity of the
community. For example, has the initiative been able to successfully impact policy at the local, national, regional, or
international level? Has the initiative resulted in the creation, recognition, or sustainable management of a community-
conserved or similar protected area?

To Be Considered for the Conservation of Agricultural Biodiversity Category: Describe how the initiative has
contributed to the conservation of culturally important crop varieties or livestock breeds; the conservation of species
that support agriculture (such as pollinators); and/or the conservation of wild plant or animal species and their habitats
in agricultural landscapes.

To Be Considered for the Adaptation to Climate Change Category: Describe how climate change risks (e.g.
floods, drought, etc.) threaten to impact community livelihoods. How do the initiative’s conservation efforts result in
increased adaptive capacity of the community to cope with these climate change risks?

Other Information: Please include any other information you wish to convey about the initiative.

Contact Information: Please provide (1) name, (2) position, (3) organization, (4) street address, (5) city / town, (6)
postal code, (7) province or state, (8) country, (9) telephone, (10) fax, (11) email, (12) website for the following
individuals:

e Contact persons for the initiative being nominated and all partner groups
e Nominator
e Two references who are well informed about the initiative and who may be contacted by the selection committee.



Communities Recognized by the Equator Prize

These six communities represent a cross-section of 78 total initiatives honored by the Equator Prize in 2002, 2004, and 2006

AFRICA

IL NGWESI GROUP RANCH
- Kenya -

The Il Ngwesi Group Ranch on Kenya's Laikipia Plateau has had great
success in reducing local poverty and conserving biodiversity by
promoting ecotourism and establishing a community owned trust. The
ranch is a collectively owned initiative of 499 households that incorporates
an exclusive ecotourism lodge and a locally led committee responsible for
land and resource management. By limiting poaching through community
patrols and leading efforts to sustainably manage local resources, the
trust has helped to secure a more certain future for wildlife on Il Ngwesi
and its neighboring reserves. Poverty at Il Ngwesi has been reduced
through the redirection of tourism revenues back to the community. By
adopting a collaborative approach to resource management, Il Ngwesi
has achieved remarkable success in promoting local livelihoods without
compromising the integrity of the natural environment.

Ngwesi Group Ranch, Equator Prize 2002

CHIBEMEME EARTH HEALING
ASSOCIATION (CHIEHA)
- Zimbabwe -

The forests of the Greater Limpopo Transfrontier Park serve as the
inspiration for the wide-ranging efforts of the Chibeme Earth
Healing Association (CHIEHA) to promote sustainable livelihoods
and the conservation of local biodiversity. The association's
extensive conservation efforts involve reforestation, watershed
protection, and the conservation of traditional crops and seeds. At
the same time, incomes have risen through the marketing of
sustainable non-timber forest products, such as fruit-juice and
honey.

Chibememe Earth Healing Association,
Equator Prize 2004

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

PHU MY LEPIRONIA WETLAND
CONSERVATION PROJECT
- Vietnam -

4/ The lepironia grasses that grow near Phu My Village are

Ry customarily woven into a variety of traditional handicrafts. These
grasses comprise the last extensive remnant of the lepironia
grassland ecosystem of the Mekong River Delta. To save the
species as well as the community’s most valuable resource, the
Phu My Lepironia Wetland Conservation Project was born.
Villagers have been enforcing a new model of lepironia harvesting,
such that harvesting only the desirable grasses has replaced mass
and indiscriminant cutting. Invasive weeds have also been targeted
and eradicated. As a result of these new practices, the lepironia

Phu My Lepironia Wetland Conservation crop has grown significantly and the average income amongst the
Project, Equator Prize 2006 viIIagers has tripled.




GENETIC RESOURCE, ENERGY, ECOLOGY
AND NUTRITION (GREEN) FOUNDATION
- India -

Since 1992, GREEN has worked to conserve biodiversity and
improve food security. Through its network of women farmers,
GREEN has harnessed traditional knowledge of agricultural
practices to conserve traditional seed varieties such as millet and
paddy, promote exchange of seeds through seed and gene banks,
combine traditional agricultural methods with modern organic
techniques, and promote agroforestry and livestock management.
To date, they have established 45 seed banks, created a
community program for landless farmers, and have increased the
GREEN Foundation, number of farmers conserving indigenous seeds from 10 to more
than 1,500 in the state of Karnataka.

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN

ALIMENTOS NUTRI-NATURALES
- Guatemala -

The Maya nut (Brosimum alicastrum) was once a staple food of the
ancient Mayans but is now threatened with extinction due to logging and
the conversion of land to agriculture. In the buffer zone of the Maya
Biosphere Reserve in Guatemala, 56 women own and manage an
enterprise that employs more than 650 community members who process
the Maya nut to feed their families and earn income. The nut is not only
an important source of nutrition for humans. Eighty-five percent of
endemic wildlife rely on the Maya nut forests for food, shelter and habitat.
The work of Alimentos Nutri-Naturales has led to the conservation of
90,000 hectares of Maya nut forests and the planting of 150,000 new
trees across Guatemala, as well as an initiative to resolve malnutrition, : S
rural poverty and dependence on imported foodstuffs by marketing Maya- Alimentos Nutri-Naturales,
nut-based school lunches to local school districts. Equator Prize 2006

Café La Selva
- Mexico -

Café La Selva sells organic coffee grown by indigenous communities from
Chiapas. The coffee shop chain is a collaboration of the Union de Ejidos
de la Selva, a peasant organization, and Vinculo y Dessarrollo, a civil
association. Together they have developed five successful coffee shops
in Mexico City and have established the reputation of Café La Selva
among urban consumers. But the origin of the coffee is what makes Café
La Selva so unique. By controlling the entire vertical chain of coffee
production, the Union de Ejidos de la Selva is able to improve indigenous
farmer income and self-sufficiency. With more than 20 years’ experience,
the Union collaborates with 1,250 families in 42 communities to ensure
the adoption of better soil management and environmental practices. By
using certified organic techniques, farmers are able to control erosion,
limit pollution, create a healthier environment for other species, and

Café La Selva, produce coffee that meets the demands of the most discriminating
Equator Prize 2002 customers.
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Previous Equator Prize winners (from top): Shompole Community Trust,
Kenya; Amani Nature Reserve, Tanzania; Sepik Wetlands Management
Initiative (SWMI), Papua New Guinea; Nam Ha Ecoguide Service, Lao PDR.

About the Equator Initiative

The Equator Initiative is a partnership that
brings together the United Nations, civil
society, business, governments and
communities to help build the capacity and
raise the profile of grassroots efforts to
reduce poverty through the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity. The
Equator Initiative’'s work is organized
around four themes: The Equator Prize,
Equator Dialogues, Equator Knowledge and
Equator Ventures. For more information,
visit www.equatorinitiative.org.

Equator Initiative Partners

Government of Canada
Conservation International
Convention on Biological Diversity
Ecoagriculture Partners
Fordham University
German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation & Development (BMZ)
IDRC - International Development
Research Centre
IUCN - The World Conservation Union
Rare
Television Trust for the Environment
The Nature Conservancy
United Nations Foundation
United Nations Development Programme

Removing yourself from our Mailing List:
If you'd like to be removed from the
Between the Lines distribution list,
please email us at:
equatorinitiative@undp.org

Further Information

If you have any comments, questions, or
suggestions, please contact us at:

Equator Initiative, UNDP
405 Lexington Avenue, 5th Floor
New York, NY 10174, U.S.A.
Email: equatorinitiative@undp.org
Tel: +1 212-457-1709
Fax: +1 212-457-1370
www.equatorinitiative.org




