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ABOUT THE EQUATOR INITIATIVE

The Equator Initiative is a United Nations-led partnership that brings together governments, civil society, grassroots 

organizations, indigenous peoples, and businesses to foster resilient communities by recognizing and advancing local 

nature-based solutions for climate change and sustainable development. The Equator Initiative creates opportunities and 

platforms to share knowledge and good practices, develops capacities of local communities and indigenous peoples, 

informs policy through convening multi-stakeholder dialogues, and fosters enabling environments to replicate and scale 

up community action.

To learn more,  
visit www.equatorinitiative.org

ABOUT THE EQUATOR PRIZE

The Equator Initiative’s flagship event, the Equator Prize, is awarded roughly every two years to recognize and 

advance local sustainable development solutions for people, nature, and resilient communities. As local and 

indigenous groups across the world chart a path towards sustainable development, the Equator Prize shines a 

spotlight on their efforts by honoring them on an international stage. The 22 winners of the Equator Prize 2019 join 

a prestigious network of 245 leading community-based organizations from 81 countries that have been awarded the 

Equator Prize since 2002.

EQUATOR INITIATIVE PARTNERS
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NATURE:  
BENDING THE CLIMATE CURVE

We are facing a global climate emergency. The battle 
to tackle our climate crisis is the single most important 
challenge that humanity has ever faced. And we are at risk 
of losing that battle.

Simply stopping the burning of fossil fuel is not enough. 
A quarter of all greenhouse gas emissions is caused by 
clearing forests and mangroves, and by draining wetlands 
and peatlands. In 2018 alone, we lost an area of tropical 
forest the size of Belgium. More than a third of our earth’s 
surface is used to grow food. Unsustainable agriculture 
not only releases greenhouse gases, but also depletes the 
ability of soil to capture and store carbon.

Nature-based solutions are one of our most important 
allies in solving our climate crisis. By protecting 
and restoring carbon-rich ecosystems, like forests, 
peatlands, and mangroves, and by practicing 

sustainable agriculture and agroforestry, we can achieve 
nearly 40 percent of our emission reduction goals by 
2030.

Indigenous peoples and local communities around 
the world are at the forefront of implementing these 
nature-based solutions. Without their efforts, we will not 
solve our global climate crisis. 

EJECUTOR DE CONTRATO DE ADMINISTRACIÓN TUNTANAIN 

In the Amazonas Department of Peru, Ejecutor de Contrato 

de Administración Tuntanain (ECA Tuntanain, Managing 

Organization of the Administrative Contract for Tuntanain) 

has created a powerful collaboration with the National Service 

of Protected Areas (SERNANP) to co-manage 94,967 hectares 

of forest. Bringing together 23 indigenous communities 

within the Tuntanain Communal Reserve, the group’s primary 

aim is to reduce vulnerability to climate change through 

climate change mitigation, sustainable production, and 

inclusive governance. Through these activities, ECA Tuntanain 

has increased income for local communities by 160 percent, 

protected the headwaters of three rivers essential for water 

security, reduced food insecurity, and created an inclusive 

governance plan for territorial conservation and development 

to ensure long-term sustainability. The protection of a large 

area of intact forest contributes significantly to the mitigation 

of climate change.
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EJECUTOR DE CONTRATO DE ADMINISTRACIÓN DE LA RESERVA 
COMUNAL AMARAKAERI

In the South Peruvian Madre de Dios Department, ten 

indigenous communities came together with government 

authorities to form Ejecutor de Contrato de Administración 

de la Reserva Comunal Amarakaeri (ECA-RCA, Managing 

Organization of the Administrative Contract for the 

Amarakaeri Communal Reserve) to protect their ancestral 

rainforest. In a powerful example of the potential for shared 

governance and co-management, the group has worked 

hand-in-hand with the National Service of Protected 

Areas (SERNANP) to mitigate climate change through the 

sustainable management of the Amarakaeri Communal 

Reserve. Covering 402,335 hectares, the reserve is recognized 

by IUCN and protects primary forest in its entirety in an area 

under threat from illegal mining. ECA-RCA places priority 

on the engagement of youth and women, with youth 

comprising 60 percent of the reserve surveillance team and 

women occupying key leadership positions. ECA-RCA is a 

positive example of polycentric governance that shows how 

co-management of ecologically vulnerable natural resources 

between state and local communities can be effective.

CONSELHO DE GESTÃO DA ÁREA MARINHA PROTEGIDA 
COMUNITÁRIA UROK

Operating the Bijagós Archipelago off the western coast 

of Guinea-Bissau, Conselho de Gestão da Área Marinha 

Protegida Comunitária Urok (Management Council of the 

Urok Islands Locally Managed Marine Area) was created 

in 2005 by indigenous Bijagós communities to strengthen 

social, cultural, and environmental resilience. The Marine 

Protected Area covers 54,500 hectares of culturally and 

ecologically important sites around the islands of Chedia, 

Nago, and Formosa, including over 3,000 hectares of 

mangrove forests that provide critical fish habitat. The 

council brings together indigenous communities, officials 

from the National Institute of Biodiversity and Protected 

Areas, and the non-governmental organization Tiniguena, in 

a collaborative effort to safeguard key ecosystems, promote 

community development, and support local culture. In 

one of West Africa’s most vulnerable countries to climate 

change, the traditional knowledge of Bijagós people informs 

marine conservation for future generations by safeguarding 

sacred sites, promoting ecosystem integrity, and protecting 

mangrove forests essential for carbon sequestration.
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INDIGENOUS GROUP OF DAYAK IBAN SUNGAI 
UTIK LONG HOUSE

Throughout a 40-year campaign to obtain legal recognition 

of land rights to their 9,504-hectare customary forest, 

the Indigenous Group of Dayak Iban Sungai Utik Long 

House has consistently defended their lands against 

illegal logging, palm oil production, and corporate 

interests, protecting an estimated 1.31 million tons of 

carbon. Known as the Sungai Utik forest guardians, the 

group lives in West Kalimantan in a 214-metre traditional 

longhouse that accommodates 318 people.  The Dayak

Iban sustainably manage their forest in accordance with 

customary laws; 6,000 hectares are reserved as protected 

forest and 3,504 hectares are reserved for crop cultivation 

managed in a traditional rotation system. This management 

system provides the group with food, medicine, and clean 

water. Valuing nature and cultural integrity over short-term 

wealth from the sale of their land, the Dayak Iban illustrate 

the power of sustainable indigenous management for 

climate change mitigation and human well-being.

COMUNIDADES NATIVAS DE 
NUEVO SAPOSOA Y PATRIA 
NUEVA DE MEDIACIÓN 
CALLERÍA

The Peruvian initiative Comunidades Nativas 

de Nuevo Saposoa y Patria Nueva de Mediación 

Callería (Native Communities of Nuevo Saposoa 

and Patria Nueva de Mediación Callería) bring 

together two indigenous Shipibo communities in 

the Peruvian province of Ucayali to monitor and 

protect 15,000 hectares of ancestral territories. 

The association has developed an innovative 

approach to community-led monitoring using 

satellite imagery and mobile phone apps that 

enable them to rapidly detect and respond 

to illegal deforestation. By involving diverse 

community members, including youth, in their 

monitoring efforts, these communities have 

successfully reduced illegal deforestation from a 

rate of five percent annually to zero. The results 

of this community-led monitoring have led to 

unprecedented coordination with the regional 

government authorities and law enforcement, 

enabling the Shipibo communities to regain 

ancestral rights to lands illegally seized by loggers 

and coca growers.
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ASSOCIAÇÃO 
INDÍGENA KISÊDJÊ

Founded in 2005, Associação Indígena 

Kisêdjê (Kisêdjê Indigenous Association) 

brings together 500 indigenous 

Kisêdjê people inhabiting the Wawi 

Indigenous Land of Brazil. Living in 

one of the world’s most biodiverse 

areas, the Kisêdjê faced widespread 

incursions and deforestation that led 

their culture to the brink of collapse.  

After an extensive campaign to reclaim 

their territorial rights in the mid-1990s, 

the group transformed their landscape 

by planting over 3,000 native pequi 

trees to restore degraded lands while 

producing fruit for local food security. In 

2011, the association created the Hwĩn 

Mbê project – ‘Pequi Oil’ project in the 

Kisêdjê language – which integrates 

new technologies and traditional 

methods to sustainably extract over 

300 litres of pequi oil every year. 

Using an innovative entrepreneurial 

model to connect to local and national 

markets, the project enables the next 

generation to sustainably manage their 

forests, enhance livelihood options, and 

celebrate indigenous culture.

CAMEROON GENDER AND ENVIRONMENT WATCH

Created in 2007, Cameron Gender and Environment Watch 

(CAMGEW) brings together women’s empowerment, 

community livelihoods, and ecology to address environmental 

challenges in northwestern Cameroon. Recognizing that local 

livelihoods are deeply integrated with the health of local 

ecosystems, the group has planted 75,000 African cherry 

trees (Prunus Africana) in degraded areas of the Kilum-Ijim 

Forest. The trees serve as a carbon sink, protect key 

watersheds, and provide nectar for bees. At the same time, 

they   have   trained   over   1,000   bee   farmers  in   honey

production for market, while also training 772 farmers in 

agroforestry to bolster soil health and provide alternative 

firewood sources. To empower women farmers, CAMGEW 

offers both business training and micro-loans through a 

program that has, to date, trained 1,580 women and 

provided 1,325 loans. In a time of ongoing conflict in 

Cameroon, the organization has made a powerful impact 

on the health of local ecosystems and the well-being of 

local communities.



12 13

KASA GHAR CLUSTER CBO

Formed by Sherani tribes in 2012 in response to 

accelerating deforestation in Chilghoza Forest, Kasa Ghar 

Cluster Community-based Organization (CBO) sustainably 

manages 26,000 hectares of forest in Pakistan’s Sulaiman 

Range. To reduce dependence on timber harvesting, Kasa 

Ghar Cluster CBO has developed a successful model that 

commercializes the Chilghoza pine nut by connecting 

communities directly to the market, resulting in a 23 

percent increase in price. Through trainings organized 

by Kasa Ghar Cluster CBO’s six village organizations and 

two women’s groups, local communities have learned 

harvesting techniques to improve pine nuts sold at market 

and pine nuts used for natural regeneration. Over the 

past seven years, deforestation rates have decreased by 

25 percent, while income has increased by 18 percent. 

Through this approach, the group safeguards the well-

being of approximately 12,000 people from 100 villages 

that directly depend on the forest for their livelihoods and 

subsistence needs.

NATURE:  
HELPING US WEATHER THE STORM

Climate change is wreaking havoc on the planet. More 
frequent – and more intense – natural disasters are 
becoming the norm all over the world. Climate change is 
also jeopardizing the world’s food and water supplies, and 
endangering the safety and livelihoods of hundreds of 
millions of people. 

No one faces the chaos and destruction of climate change 
more than indigenous peoples and rural communities. 
Although they are the least responsible for this crisis, they are 
the most vulnerable to its impacts. However, communities are 
also at the frontline of finding solutions for adapting to the 
impacts of climate change. By implementing nature-based 
solutions, communities around the world are safeguarding 
our food and water supplies, creating buffers that protect 
communities from natural disasters, and ensuring 
sustainable farming, forestry, and fisheries livelihoods.

With their diverse knowledge, their maintenance of diverse 
seed stocks, and their traditional practices that promote 
harmony between land and people, indigenous peoples and 
local communities hold the key to helping the world learn 
how to adapt in the face of climate change. 

Nature is our most powerful ally, and nature-based solutions 
are among our most powerful tools to adapt to climate change.  
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FONDO DE PÁRAMOS TUNGURAHUA Y LUCHA CONTRA LA POBREZA

Fondo de Páramos Tungurahua y Lucha Contra la 

Pobreza (Fund for the Paramos of Tungurahua and the 

Fight Against Poverty) is an innovative model of public-

private-community partnership for the paramos, its 

water, and its people. Created in collaboration by the 

Unidad de Movimientos Indígenas de Tungurahua (United 

Indigenous Movements of Tungurahua), local and provincial 

governments, private companies, and local communities, 

the fund has mobilized US$2,188,497 to conserve and restore 

more than 4,000 hectares of paramos, and has developed 27 

management plans to improve water security in the Ambato 

and Pastaza River Basins. The fund’s alternative livelihood 

programs have raised incomes by 30 percent in the area, 

while its environmental education program has reached 

over 7,600 children. All activities of this unique financial 

mechanism are implemented in partnership with indigenous 

peoples and local communities living in the area, benefiting 

approximately 400,000 people through conservation and 

sustainable management of the paramos ecosystem.

CENTRE RÉGIONAL DE RECHERCHE ET D’ÉDUCATION POUR UN 
DÉVELOPPEMENT INTÉGRÉ

In South Benin, Centre Régional de Recherche et 

d’Education pour un Développement Intégré (CREDI-ONG, 

Regional Research and Education Center for Integrated 

Development) is putting youth at the centre of efforts to 

mitigate climate change while promoting community 

resilience. Established in 2006, CREDI-ONG has created 

an agroecological farm and a 67,000-hectare Community 

Natural Park in the Sitatunga Valley. Working in critical 

wetland and forest ecosystems, the organization uses a 

participatory approach to promote integrated aquaculture, 

agroecological farming, and environmental protection, 

reaching 150,000 people. One thousand people — 84 

percent of them women — have benefitted from 12 

village savings and loan groups, agroecological clubs, and 

seven community apiculture units. Parallel environmental 

education clubs have empowered 1,250 youth as the next 

generation’s conservation leaders. Operating in an area 

with limited sustainable livelihood opportunities, CREDI-

ONG provides a powerful example of how environmental 

conservation can mitigate climate change and ensure 

community resilience.
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1 Yurok Tribe - California, USA

2 Hui Maka‘āinana o Makana - Hawaii, USA 

3 Hui Mālama o Mo‘omomi - Hawaii, USA

4 Conselho IndÌgena de Roraima - Brazil

5 Fondo de Páramos Tungurahua y Lucha 
contra la Pobreza - Ecuador

6 Ejecutor de Contrato de AdministraciÛn de la Reserva 
Comunal Tuntanain (ECA Tuntanain) - Peru

7 Comunidades Nativas de Nuevo Saposoa y Patria Nueva 
de Mediación Callería - Peru 

8 Asociación de Productores Kemito-Ene - Peru 

9 Ejecutor de Contrato de Administración de la Reserva 
Comunal Amarakaeri (ECA-RCA) - Peru

10 Associação Indígena Kisêdjê - Brazil

11 Conselho de Gestão da Área Marinha Protegida Comunitária 
Urok - Guinea Bissau

12 Centre Régional de Recherche et d’Éducation pour un 
Développement Intégré (CREDI-ONG) - Benin

13 Environmental Management and Development Trust - Nigeria

14 Cameroon Gender and Environment Watch - Cameroon

15 Solar Freeze - Kenya

16 Yaeda Valley Project - Tanzania

17 Kasa Ghar Cluster CBO - Pakistan

18 Deccan Development Society - India

19 Indigenous Group of Dayak Iban Sungai Utik Long House - Indonesia

20 Tamil Resources Conservation Trust - Micronesia

21 Ser-Thiac - Vanuatu

22 Dutjahn Sandalwood Oils Pty Ltd - Australia
2019
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TAMIL RESOURCES CONSERVATION TRUST

Marine resources in Micronesia are threatened with habitat 

destruction, compounded by climate change, with severe 

effects on local communities. In response, the Tamil Council 

of Chiefs in the state of Yap established the Tamil Resources 

Conservation Trust (TRCT) to promote ridge-to-reef 

conservation that strengthens community and ecosystem 

resilience.  On land, watershed-wide conservation projects 

ensure the provision of clean water to over half the 

population of Yap, while the first-ever community nursery 

cultivates climate-resilient native species such as nipa palm 

to reduce coastal erosion, and produces traditional food 

crops such as taro. Promoting use of the nursery to support 

agroforestry, the initiative decreases reliance on vulnerable 

coastal fisheries for 848 families while sequestering carbon 

from the atmosphere. At sea, TRCT has established a 

systematic marine conservation plan in collaboration 

with international partners. TRCT is a leader in the Pacific, 

illustrating how interwoven traditional knowledge 

and science can foster climate change mitigation and 

adaptation for future generations.

DECCAN DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

Deccan Development Society works in the Zaheerabad 

region of India with Dalit and tribal women to develop 

climate-smart agricultural practices that secure community 

nutrition, health, and livelihoods. Over the past 25 years, the 

organization has supported over 2,700 women to reclaim 

their farmlands and, in its first ten years alone, generated 

over one million days of employment for women across 30 

villages.  To combat environmental challenges of poor soil 

quality and limited water, Deccan Development Society has 

supported women to form voluntary groups to establish 

sovereignty over seeds, food, farming, health, market, and 

media, all while increasing the carbon-sequestration value 

of their farms.  Through these groups, the organization has 

created its own seed bank, millet processing unit, outlets for 

farm product sales, and restaurants, providing a powerful 

network of support for its women entrepreneurs. Today, over 

5,000 women have adopted millet-based agro-biodiverse 

farming approaches and market strategies that not only 

fight chronic malnutrition, food insecurity, and poverty in 

the region, but also provide a solution to our climate crisis.
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CONSELHO INDÍGENA DE RORAIMA 

Founded in 1990 to advocate for the autonomy of the 

indigenous peoples in Brazil’s northernmost state, 

Conselho Indígena de Roraima (Indigenous Council of 

Roraima) brings together nearly 55,000 indigenous people 

from the Macuxi, Wapichana, Taurepang, Ingarikó, Wai-

Wai, Yanomami, Ye’kuana, Patamona, and Sapará groups. 

In 2010, the group demarcated their 1.7 million-hectare 

territory of Raposa Serra do Sol. In a complementary 

initiative to ensure sustainable management of their land, 

Conselho Indígena de Roraima created the Indigenous 

Training and Culture Center Raposa Serra do Sol (CIFCRSS) 

in 1996. The center trains the indigenous peoples of 

Roraima in agroecology practices, crop diversity, and 

the conservation of traditional seeds. These agricultural 

activities strengthen the community’s resilience against 

the effects of climate change. The organization continues 

to advocate for recognition of indigenous tenure rights.

HUI MAKA‘ĀINANA O MAKANA

On the north shore of the island of Kaua’i, Hui Maka‘āinana 

o Makana takes a place-centered approach that weaves

together the identity and culture of native Hawaiian

communities to sustainably manage their nearshore

fisheries. Through sustained work at the grassroots and

policy levels over the past 25 years, the group successfully

attained a groundbreaking agreement with the Hawaiian

Government in 2015 to establish a Community-based

Subsistence Fishing Area, setting a key precedent for

Hawaii and the Pacific. The fishing area is managed 

using traditional ecological knowledge, including the 

designation of a pu’uhonua, or sanctuary area. The group’s 

sustainable marine management is complemented by a 

mosaic of other initiatives supporting the conservation 

and sustainable use of agricultural areas, sacred sites, and 

the entire watershed, strengthening resilience in the face 

of climate change.
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HUI MĀLAMA O MO‘OMOMI

In a remote area of the Hawaiian island of Molokai, Hui 

Mālama o Mo‘omomi brings together native Hawaiian 

communities to sustainably manage their marine waters 

and fisheries in the face of climate change. Drawing on 

traditional ecological knowledge and values passed down 

for generations, the group manages its nearshore fisheries 

using the art of kilo, which monitors moon cycles and their 

effects on marine species and ecosystems. Pono fishing, 

or responsible fishing, ensures a healthy and abundant 

ecosystem. Through family fishing camps, place-based 

education, learning activities, and advocacy, Hui Mālama 

o Mo‘omomi focuses on passing on these practices to the

younger generation.  A pioneering model, the group has

inspired the formation of learning networks that have

supported the work of 53 similar communities across the

Hawaiian Islands.

A NEW NATURE AND 
CLIMATE ECONOMY

Our current global economic system exacerbates biodiversity 
loss and climate change. We spend more than $5 trillion on 
fossil fuel subsidies every year, while nature-based climate 
solutions receive just 3% of available funding for the 
mitigation of climate change. The portfolios of most major 
investors worldwide – of pension funds, sovereign wealth 
funds, and financial institutions – include investments that 
drive deforestation and biodiversity loss. 

We need a new economy for nature and climate. New economic 
instruments and incentives to finance the protection and 
restoration of ecosystems include cap and trade policies, carbon 
offsets and payments for keeping forests standing. 

We need to redefine our commodity supply chains. New 
sustainable supply chain models provide indigenous peoples and 
local communities with fair agreements, long-term benefits, and 
financial incentives to promote sustainable practices. Companies 
benefit through more predictable business arrangements with 
suppliers, more stable supply chains, and lower supply risks. 

We need to replace unsustainable high-emission products, 
such as plastics, with low-emission natural materials, and 
unsustainable practices with low-emission alternatives. We 
need to end food loss. These actions will help benefit the 2 
billion people who depend on farming, and who live on less 
than $5.00 a day.

We need a new economy that addresses, not accelerates, 
climate change. 
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YUROK TRIBE 

The Yurok Tribe, native to Northern California, demonstrates 

how tribal sovereignty, sustainable forest management, 

climate change mitigation, and cultural resilience can be 

advanced through tribal innovation and collaboration. Once 

custodians of over 200,000 hectares of territory, land grabs 

have left the Yurok with stewardship rights to only 10 percent 

of their ancestral home. In a groundbreaking partnership to 

secure new forms of finance, the tribe has partnered with 

the Government of California to auction carbon credits from 

their sustainably managed forests through the state’s cap-

and-trade program. The tribe’s participation in the program 

has enabled them to acquire an additional 20,200 hectares 

of lands within the Yurok ancestral territory from a large 

timber company, and will provide finance for ecosystem 

restoration and protection. These initiatives are interwoven 

with efforts to protect tribal livelihoods and cultures, as the 

Yurok view their identity, culture, and livelihoods as deeply 

interconnected with nature.

YAEDA VALLEY PROJECT

In 2011, the 10,000-year-old hunter-gatherer Hadzabe tribe 

secured the first-ever Certificate of Customary Right of 

Occupancy in Tanzania, granting them rights to over 20,000 

hectares of their traditional lands. Building on this landmark 

victory, the Hadzabe partnered with Carbon Tanzania to 

sell carbon credits to the voluntary carbon market. This 

partnership has enabled the Hadzabe to earn US$300,000, 

with proceeds funding the salaries of 40 community wildlife 

scouts and supporting community development needs. 

Through this work, deforestation in the core Hadzabe 

territory has declined by nine percent in the past five years, 

compared to a 50 percent increase in the wider region. 

Populations of endangered African elephants, African wild 

dogs, lions and leopards have likewise increased over 250 

percent in the last three years. The Yaeda Valley Project tells 

a powerful story of the role of land tenure and innovative 

finance mechanisms in mitigating climate change, 

safeguarding wildlife and sustaining indigenous livelihoods.
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SER-THIAC

In Vanuatu, the world’s most vulnerable nation to climate 

change, Ser-Thiac shows the power of local leadership and 

resilience. This indigenous landowner business has created 

the first accredited forest carbon project in the Pacific 

Islands. Ser-Thiac protects and restores tropical rainforests, 

sequestering carbon while reducing vulnerability to 

flooding, drought, and wind damage. In an era where 

forest carbon projects are large-scale, Ser-Thiac offers a 

powerful alternative based on indigenous land rights and 

stewardship that has the potential to be replicated across 

the Western Pacific Islands. As part of the wider Nakau 

Programme, this initiative has reduced approximately 

15,000 tons of CO2 emissions from avoided deforestation 

and forest regeneration. Ser-Thiac is entirely self-sustaining 

and will generate income from carbon sales for 30 years, 

with the option to extend through new generations. The 

initiative’s innovative financing illustrates a sustainable 

pathway to protect forests, enhance local livelihoods, and 

increase climate resilience across the Pacific.

ASOCIACIÓN DE PRODUCTORES KEMITO-ENE

In the isolated Ene Basin of the Peruvian Amazon, Kemito 

Ene brings together indigenous Asháninka people to 

sustainably produce and export certified organic cacao 

to Australia and Europe. This successful indigenous social 

business enterprise is a model for sustainable commodity 

supply chains worldwide. Kemito Ene advocates for the 

well-being of its producers based on eight pillars from 

Asháninka culture, including territorial security, cultural 

identify, and the ability to autonomously subsist through 

production on their own lands. At the same time, the 

association navigates the demanding global export market 

with sophistication, connecting its producers directly 

to international buyers. Between 2015 and 2018, cacao 

exports increased from 10 to 90 tons, while the number of 

participating Asháninka families rose from 41 to 300. In an 

area where forests are threatened by illegal logging, large 

infrastructure projects, and oil exploitation, Kemito Ene 

tells a story of indigenous entrepreneurship that sustains 

families and forests.
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT TRUST

Created in 1997, Environmental Management and 

Development Trust (EMADET) has created a powerful 

alternative to deforestation and single-use plastics in 

southwestern Nigeria. Through the promotion of cacao 

agroforestry, the organization has supported cultivation 

of economically useful understory crops, including the 

so-called ‘miracle fruit’ (Thaumatococcus daniellii). Miracle 

fruit leaves can be used as an alternative to the use of 

plastic for packaging local hot food. EMADET has built 

a dynamic network of women market traders of miracle 

fruit leaves in six towns by providing them with training 

in cooperatives and microcredit financing. By building 

capacity for more production of miracle fruit and other 

understory crops in cacao agroforests, the initiative strives 

to reduce biodiversity loss while enhancing food security. 

At the same time, its innovative promotion of alternatives 

to plastic provides an innovative and scalable model for 

local economies around the world.

SOLAR FREEZE

Launched in Kenya in 2015, Solar Freeze is 

pioneering the production of cold storage 

units powered by solar energy for small-scale 

rural produce farmers. By providing mobile 

solar-powered cold rooms, this innovative 

entrepreneurial initiative enables farmers to 

reduce post-harvest losses by 90 percent and 

to grow more high-value crops, thus increasing 

household incomes and reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions caused by food loss. 80 percent of 

the 3,000 beneficiaries are women. The ‘Each One, 

Teach One - Train and Earn’ initiative within Solar 

Freeze mentors women and youth between the 

ages of 18 and 29 in the operation, maintenance, 

and repair of renewable energy equipment as 

well as in climate-smart agriculture. As a result 

of the mentorship provided by this skills-transfer 

program, 100 young people are earning an 

income through work that reduces agriculture’s 

the greenhouse gas footprint. By filling a key 

gap in the supply chain, Solar Freeze increases 

smallholder income, mitigates climate change, 

and supports food security through replicable 

practices.



30

DONATE TO THE 
EQUATOR INITIATIVE

Special thanks to Nevessa Productions and Parichayaka Hammerl.

DUTJAHN 
SANDALWOOD 
OILS PTY LTD

An innovative partnership involving the 

Kutkabubba aboriginal community in 

Western Australia, Dutjahn Sandalwood 

Oils Pty Ltd produces sandalwood oil 

for export to the global luxury perfume 

market. The partnership provides 

a unique avenue to create a value-

added product from sandalwood, a 

sacred plant for the Kutkabubba and 

a key part of the spiritual identity of 

the Central Desert Aboriginal tribes. 

This innovative economic model is 

redefining how society can engage 

with aboriginal communities in 

Western Australia by providing the 

both industry and governments with 

a best practice approach for natural 

product sustainable supply chains. 

By embracing sustainable harvesting, 

valorizing traditional knowledge 

and cultural practices, and ensuring 

socioeconomic independence for the 

Kutkabubba aboriginal community, 

Dutjahn Sandalwood Oils provides a 

powerful new economic model for 

sustainable development.
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