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UNDP EQUATOR INITIATIVE CASE STUDY SERIES
Local and Indigenous communities across the world are 
advancing innovative sustainable development solutions 
that work for people and for nature. Few publications 
or case studies tell the full story of how such initiatives 
evolve, the breadth of their impacts, or how they change 
over time. Fewer still have undertaken to tell these stories 
with community practitioners themselves guiding the 
narrative. The Equator Initiative aims to fill that gap.

The Equator Initiative, supported by generous funding 
from the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), awarded 
the Equator Prize 2019 to 22 outstanding local community 
and Indigenous peoples initiatives from 16 countries. Each 
of the 22 winners represents outstanding community and 
Indigenous initiatives that are advancing nature-based 

solutions (NBS) for climate change and local sustainable 
development. Selected from 847 nominations from across 
127 countries, the winners were celebrated at a gala event 
in New York, coinciding with UN Climate Week and the 
74th Session of the UN General Assembly. The winners are 
sustainably protecting, restoring, and managing forests, 
farms, wetlands, and marine ecosystems to mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions, help communities adapt to 
climate change, and create a green new economy. Since 
2002, the Equator Prize has been awarded to 245 initiatives.

The following case study is one in a growing series that 
describes vetted and peer-reviewed best practices 
intended to inspire the policy dialogue needed to 
scale nature-based solutions essential to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

http://equatorinitiative.org/index.php?option=com_winners&view=casestudysearch&Itemid=858


KEY FACTS
Equator Prize winner  Founded

2019 2005

Location 

Wawi Indigenous Land, Querência, Mato Grosso, Brazil

Beneficiaries

Approximately 577 direct beneficiaries, including  
277 women 

Thematic areas 

Preservation of Indigenous or traditional knowledge; 
Sustainable livelihoods; Forest conservation/sustainable 
development

Fields of work

Eco-enterprise or green business; Non-timber forest 
products; Women’s groups

Sustainable Development Goals addressed

EQUATOR PRIZE 2019 WINNER FILM

PROJECT SUMMARY
Founded in 2005, Associação Indígena Khisêtjê (AIK) 
brings together 500 Khisêtjê people inhabiting the 
Wawi Indigenous Land of the Federative Republic 
of Brazil (Brazil). Living in one of the world’s most 
biodiverse areas, the Khisêtjê people have faced 
widespread land incursions and deforestation, which 
led their culture to be at the brink of collapse. Located 
in one of Brazil’s most deforested states, AIK trans-
formed the status quo by reclaiming its traditional 
lands during the mid-1990s and developing an inno-
vative entrepreneurial model that uses native pequi 
(Caryocar brasiliense) trees to restore landscapes, 
promote food security, and develop products for local 
and national markets. In 2011, the Association created 
the Hwĩn Mbê Project (Pequi Oil Project in the Khisêtjê 
language), which integrates new technologies and 
traditional methods to sustainably extract more than 
300 litres of pequi oil annually.

The depiction and use of boundaries and related information shown 
on maps or included in text of this document are not guaranteed to 
be free from error, nor do they imply official acceptance or recognition 
by the United Nations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSVPLAAJ-dc
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

Deep in South America, where the majestic rainforests of 
the Amazon meet the Cerrado savannas, lies the Território 
Indígena do Xingu (Xingu Indigenous Territory or TIX by 
its acronym in Portuguese). This expansive territory covers 
approximately 2.6 million hectares in the Federative 
Republic of Brazil (Brazil). The TIX is situated in the Brazilian 
state of Mato Grosso, which means ‘great woods.’ The 
region includes parts of three Brazilian biomes: Amazon, 
Cerrado, and Pantanal, with parts of the territory located 
within the Cerrado Biodiversity Hotspot designated by the 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF). 

Recognized for its remarkable biodiversity, the region 
harbours many of the continent’s largest mammals listed 
on the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. These species 
include the jaguar (Panthera onca) and maned wolf 
(Chrysocyon brachyurus), both listed as near threatened 
on the IUCN Red List, as well as the giant anteater 
(Myrmecophaga tridactyla), giant armadillo (Priodontes 
maximus), and marsh deer (Blastocerus dichotomus), all 
listed as vulnerable.  

As one of the world’s most extensive agricultural frontiers, 
the state also has among the most intense deforestation in 
the country. Brazil’s National Institute for Space Research 
(INPE by its acronym in Portuguese) estimates that 14.5 
million hectares of natural forests in the Amazon biome 
were clearcut between 1988 and 2018, with more than 4.5 
million hectares of natural Cerrado vegetation removed 
from 2001 to 2018 specifically in Mato Grosso.

The region’s Xingu Indigenous Territory is formed by the 
Xingu Indigenous Park and three additional Indigenous 
lands: Wawi, Batovi, and Pequizal do Naruvôtu. Xingu 
Indigenous Park was established in 1961 by the Villas-Bôas 
brothers. These three Brazilian explorers initially ventured 

into the forests to expand the frontier, but remained to 
become advocates for the Xingu and other Indigenous 
Peoples of the Amazon, and to stand against the 
exploitation of the area’s natural resources. The brothers 
succeeded in obtaining legal protection for the entire 
upper Xingu ancestral territory, turning it into the largest 
Indigenous protected area in South America at the time. 

The Villas-Bôas pioneers brought additional Indigenous 
Peoples to live in Xingu Indigenous Park, including the 
Khisêtjê people. This war-like tribe managed to survive 
many challenges during the previous 50 years, but, by 
the 1960s, its population had been reduced to just 62 
individuals. Today, there are more than 560 Khisêtjê 
people living in eight villages: Khikãtxi (346 inhabitants), 
Horehusikrô (27 inhabitants), Yarumã (69 inhabitants), 
Wakatxi (10 inhabitants), Ngotire (25 inhabitants), Tyrykhô 
(18 inhabitants), Riktxikhô (8 inhabitants), and Ngôsoko 
(65 inhabitants). 

The Khisêtjê never recognized the limits of the Xingu 
Indigenous Park as a barrier for hunting and gathering. 
They frequently returned to their ancestral lands, closely 
monitoring increasing deforestation and burning, as well 
as intensifying pressures from livestock farms. During the 
early 1990s, the Khisêtjê people mobilized to save their 
ancestral territory’s remaining forest, officially retaking 
part of their traditional lands in 1996. Today, the reclaimed 
land, known as the Wawi Indigenous Land, spans 150,328 
hectares. Located adjacent to Xingu Indigenous Park, 
the Wawi Indigenous Land is part of the larger Xingu 
Indigenous Territory. In 2002, the Khisêtjê people moved 
back to Ngôjhwêrê, a village they last occupied in 1959. 
The village is situated on the border between the 
Indigenous territory and cattle farms, most of which have 
been converted into soybean plantations.
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Origin and structure

Associação Indígena Khisêtjê (Khisêtjê Indigenous 
Association or AIK by its acronym in Portuguese) was 
founded in 2005 after the Khisêtjê people reclaimed their 
ancestral territory. AIK represents more than 560 people 
who inhabit the Wawi Indigenous Land situated adjacent 
to the Xingu Indigenous Land (TIX by its acronym in 
Portuguese). As the legal representative organization 
for the Khisêtjê people, AIK provides a framework for 
community members to receive resources, sign contracts, 
and send documents and requests. 

AIK follows traditional Khisêtjê governance, including 
long-held leadership and decision-making structures. 
The Association has a president and a four-person board. 
Elections occur every four years during the annual AIK 
General Assembly, which brings Khisêtjê villages together 
to discuss community issues and future planning. During 
the General Assembly, the Khisêtjê Chief and other leaders 
evaluate and guide the Association’s board members 
in their work plan. In addition, they traditionally meet 
during the evenings at the village centre to discuss a 
range of issues, including the traditional agenda and 
the political and executive affairs of the projects being 
implemented. AIK has developed projects with the 
community’s involvement on task forces and working 
groups, including those focused on community gardens, 
monitoring territory limits, and honey production. The 
entire community actively participates in the Association’s 

meetings and assemblies to deliberate on matters of 
interest to them.

AIK aims to defend the Khisêtjê Territory, as well as 
defending the rights and heritage of the Khisêtjê people. 
Some of AIK’s specific objectives are to promote sustainable 
land management and to facilitate the development 
of economic, commercial, and management activities 
related to natural resources that result in collective benefit 
to the community.

The Association manages oil processing from pequi 
nuts (Caryocar brasiliense), a non-timber forest product 
(NTFP). Pequi oil processing is common among Khisêtjê 
communities. During annual and additional periodic 
meetings, AIK makes decisions about oil-processing 
initiatives, community participation, and distribution of 
responsibilities. Great care is taken to involve different 
groups within the community. Children and youth, for 
instance, are engaged mainly through school, while 
women gather in homes to develop their initiatives. 

AIK has faced challenges related to bureaucracy and the 
high costs of marketing. The board also has had financial 
difficulties paying for administrative expenses. The Khisêtjê 
people indicate they still have much to learn about legal 
and administrative procedures that are not part of their 
traditional culture.
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LOCAL CHALLENGES

Encroachment and land degradation

When the Khisêtjê people reclaimed their traditional 
territory during the mid-1990s, they realized the forest 
had become degraded pasture, unproductive for the 
Khisêtjê traditional way of life. Forest degradation led to 
wildlife scarcity, making hunting and fishing more difficult 
for the Khisêtjê people. Today, the Wawi Indigenous Land 
remains under pressure from large-scale agriculture, 
especially soybean production. Planting pequi is a way to 
reclaim land, produce more food for the community, and 
generate sustainable income.

The Xingu Indigenous Territory (TIX by its acronym in 
Portuguese), where the Khisêtjê lands are located, has 
become a ‘forest island’ surrounded by lands being 
rapidly logged and burned. Natural resources in the Wawi 
Indigenous Land is impacted by a range of additional 
external pressures, including deforestation of springs 
and riparian areas within farms, pollution of rivers by 
agricultural pesticides, logging, and increasing presence 
of both fishers and sport-fishing tourism inns. 

Erosion of traditional culture

The Khisêtjê people have expressed concern that their 
culture is being eroded by increasing exposure to urban 
ways of life. Today, medicines, fishing supplies, tools, 
clothes, and fuel have become part of everyday Khisêtjê 
life. The Khisêtjê people recognize they must be aware 
of what happens in cities to effectively defend their local 
interests. However, they seek to achieve this without 
abandoning their own traditional ways of life and without 

the need to move to cities. As a result, the Khisêtjê people 
are committed to collective local projects that support 
local sustainable solutions for environment, territory, 
health, and education impacting Indigenous Peoples. 
They want youth to obtain new knowledge, while also 
embracing traditional Khisêtjê knowledge, which teaches 
them to live sustainably.
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LOCAL RESPONSE

Pequi Oil Project 

After reclaiming their traditional territory during the 
mid-1990s, the Khisêtjê people used the native pequi 
tree to restore the degraded forest and to process its fruit. 
The pequi has existed on Khisêtjê lands for centuries, 
and pequi fruit is present in Khisêtjê myths, rituals, and 
festivals, during which pequi oil is used as ritual paint on 
the skin.

Noticing a growing surplus of pequi, the Khisêtjê 
community began exploring opportunities to sell pequi 
products. The Khisêtjê people aimed to address three major 
challenges faced by many Indigenous Peoples: generating 
income through activities that are environmentally 
sustainable and compatible with traditional culture; 
restoring degraded lands; and enhancing food security. 

As production continued to grow and the land began to 
recover, in 2011, AIK established the Hwĩn Mbê Project 
(Pequi Oil Project in the Khisêtjê language). This project 
involves using the traditional Khisêtjê method of pequi 
extraction, combined with technological adaptations and 
equipment, to achieve a unique product that preserves the 
taste, colour, perfume, and other properties of the fruit. This 
activity aims to create an important income alternative, as 
well as an opportunity for the next generation to stay in 
the village, while conserving traditional Khisêtjê culture.

The Khisêtjê come together as work groups to conduct 
pequi harvesting and oil production only once a year, to 
avoid hindering their traditional daily lives and activities. 
AIK pays the work groups, saves a fee to fund the next 
crop, and invests surplus funds in the community.

Oil refining is an activity traditionally carried out by 
women. Khisêtjê women organize their work through 
the Khisêtjê Women’s Group (GMK by its acronym in 
Portuguese), which is part of AIK. Women’s Group leaders, 
who are selected during the AIK assembly, are responsible 

for the organization and promotion of the pequi oil work. 
Khisêtjê women play an important role in maintaining the 
community’s daily lives, including caring for and raising 
children. Developing this alternative income for women 
compatible with the Khisêtjê way of life is essential 
to guarantee cultural sustainability of the Khisêtjê 
community. 

Meeting this Indigenous community’s basic needs has 
become increasingly difficult as the village population 
grows within a territory smaller than the land traditionally 
occupied. Generating resources without damaging the 
environment is also a fundamental issue. The production 
of pequi oil provides an opportunity for the Indigenous 
community to produce healthy food for its own people, 
while generating income from commercial sales of excess 
production. Thus, Khisêtjê’s work illustrates how economic 
development and environmental conservation can both 
be accomplished, while also respecting the traditional way 
of life of Indigenous Peoples.

The pequi oil is an important source of community 
income. It is sold at markets in the city of São Paulo, and 
is also nationally recognized through the Brazil Origins 
Seal, which seeks to promote ethical, fair, and transparent 
trade relations. Through these distribution channels, AIK 
believes it is possible to pass traditional knowledge to 
people in urban centres, increasing understanding about 
Indigenous ways of life and interest in protecting the 
Khisêtjê people’s biodiverse territory.

Internationally, the community’s work has been recognized 
by the Slow Food Foundation as a Slow Food Presidium, 
illustrating how traditional knowledge helps protect 
this at-risk plant variety. The Slow Food Presidium was 
started through a collaboration between Slow Food, the 
Fundação Nacional do Índio (National Indigenous Peoples 
Foundation or FUNAI by its acronym in Portuguese), 
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and the Instituto Socioambiental (Socioenvironmental 
Institute or ISA by its acronym in Portuguese). The Slow 
Food Presidium promotes the pequi fruits through various 
activities, including providing opportunities for chefs 

to promote the pequi products. Ultimately, AIK aims to 
involve additional groups of Khisêtjê people in the Pequi 
Oil Project to increase sales and establish new markets.

KEY IMPACTS 

The Pequi Oil Project

 ■ The Khisêtjê people have planted more than 3,000 pequi trees across 63 hectares. 
 ■ Pequi is already being produced by trees planted in 2006 on 3 hectares, while pequi production is 

expected to start in 2021 on the remaining 60 hectares.
 ■ Pequi oil production increased from 10 litres in 2011 to 315 litres in 2018.
 ■ The Khisêtjê people have restored 103 additional hectares of land.
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DATA, MONITORING, AND REPORTING

Associação Indígena Khisêtjê’s (AIK’s) initiatives uphold the 
principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
which Brazil signed in 1992 and ratified in 1994. The group’s 
specific commitment to data collection, monitoring, and 
reporting represent a strong commitment to Article (7) 
of the CBD related to Identification and Monitoring. AIK’s 
initiatives contribute to reporting on multiple National 
Targets (NTs) outlined in Brazil’s National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), the national policy 
instrument that supports implementation of the CBD, as 
well as implementation of the global  Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets (ABTs). These data collection, monitoring, and 
reporting initiatives can be leveraged to support the 
development of national reports on implementation, 
which are periodically required of Parties to the CBD. 

The Khisêtjê community carries out a variety of strategic 
monitoring activities across its territory. This includes 
participation in the Territorial Protection Working 
Group, which brings together communities in the Xingu 
Indigenous Territory (TIX) to discuss the main threats 
to the territory and plan monitoring efforts, including 
surveillance expeditions and drone monitoring. AIK also 
participates in the Xingu+ Network, which brings together 
actors from all the protected areas of the Xingu Basin to 
analyse pressures and discuss joint strategies for the 
protection of the Xingu Corridor.

The Working Group builds on work executed by the Xingu-
ATIX Indigenous Land Association through an agreement 

with Fundação Nacional do Índio (National Indigenous 
Peoples Foundation or FUNAI by its acronym in Portuguese) 
and in partnership with the Instituto Socioambiental (the 
Socioenvironmental Institute or ISA by its acronym in 
Portuguese). The Associação Terra Indígena Xingu (Xingu 
Indigenous Territory Association or ATIX by its acronym 
in Portuguese), is a large association, covering the 16 
Indigenous Peoples of the TIX, including the Khisêtjê. In 
2016, ATIX formed the Territorial Protection Working Group 
to implement the Territorial Management Plan approved by 
all members. Indigenous groups in the TIX are responsible 
for monitoring their territory in their own way, with the 
Khisêtjê monitoring the 150,328-hectare Wawi Indigenous 
Land. Working Group members are appointed by the Chiefs 
at the general governance meeting and report back to the 
broader group about efforts underway in their territories.

The Khisêtjê monitor the Wawi Indigenous Territory by 
sending a team of 10 to 15 people to the territory boundary 
and other critical points. Monitoring expeditions happen 
twice a year, with more-frequent expeditions organized 
when an unexpected threat is detected. 

In addition to the surveillance expedition, the Khisêtjê use 
the Open Data Kit (ODK) system, which allows inputting 
georeferenced points collected in the field with GPS 
and generating reports that feed the Xingu+ Network 
Platform. Figure 1 below illustrates deforestation over 
time, a visualization generated using the ODK.

https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/br/br-nbsap-v3-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/br/br-nbsap-v3-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://www.xingumais.org.br/observatorios/degradacao?l=Terras+Ind%C3%ADgenas&b=&y=-8.581021215641842&x=-52.91015625000001&z=6&t2=0&t4=0&t4=10&t0=0&t1=0&d4=0&d5=0&t5=0
https://www.xingumais.org.br/observatorios/degradacao?l=Terras+Ind%C3%ADgenas&b=&y=-8.581021215641842&x=-52.91015625000001&z=6&t2=0&t4=0&t4=10&t0=0&t1=0&d4=0&d5=0&t5=0
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Figure 1: Deforestation near the Xingu Indigenous Territory (TIX) between 2008 and 2017

Source: Xingu+

In 2014, the ISA financed the purchase of a drone for AIK to 
enhance its territorial monitoring efforts. AIK’s audio-visual 
coordinator works with a team of three filmmakers and eight 
apprentices to operate the drone and coordinate related 
monitoring activities. Together, they carry out approximately 
30 annual expeditions, using the drone and GPS equipment 
to monitor boundaries, rivers, forests, and areas where 
reforestation has taken place to recover degraded lands. With 
the inputs obtained in the field, and in partnership with ISA 

and Xingu+, the team produces maps for follow-up work.

In collaboration with the Xingu+ Network, the Khisêtjê also 
verified advances in the road opening to the Pacas River. 
The drone additionally took aerial photos of the opening of 
illegal land allotments near the village on the east side of the 
Pacas River, supporting the community in filing a complaint 
in 2020. Figures 2, 3, and 4 below are images obtained with 
the drone that show this environmental disruption.

Figure 2: Location and positioning of drones and aerial photograph

Source: AIK
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Figure 3: Close up photograph of the road opening

Source: AIK

Figure 4: New road opening close to the original road

Source: AIK

Though AIK was not directly involved in Brazil’s Sixth 
National Report (6NR) to the CBD, the Khisêtjê commu-
nity’s monitoring efforts in the Wawi Indigenous Territory 
provide a rich source of data that could be highlighted in 
future national reports. For instance, the GPS field data 
that inform the Xingu+ Network Platform could contribute 
valuable information to complement that already provided 
in Brazil’s 6NR Target 5 in Section VI related to the contribu-
tion of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities.

https://www.cbd.int/doc/nr/nr-06/br-nr-06-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/nr/nr-06/br-nr-06-en.pdf
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POLICY IMPACTS

National policy impacts 

AIK’s work is influencing policy at local and national 
levels. For instance, AIK has participated in the National 
Indigenous Movement in Brasilia to defend the Khisêtjê’s 
traditions, cultural heritage, and the rainforest from federal 
government policies they consider unfair. 

At the national level, the Pequi Oil Project implemented by 
the Khisêtjê people is also helping Brazil further implement 
a range of NTs in its NBSAP. For example, the application 
of sustainable production practices and traditional 
techniques supports NT 4 on sustainable production and 
consumption, NT 7 on sustainable management, and NT 
18 on traditional knowledge.

AIK’s efforts to reforest and restore degraded lands with a 
socio-economically and culturally valuable species further 
contribute to the achievement of NT 5 on habitat loss, NT 
11 on protected areas, NT 13 on genetic diversity, and 
NT 15 on ecosystems’ contributions to climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. 

AIK’s work also specifically contributes to Brazil’s NT 14, 
which states: “By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential 
services, including services related to water, and contribute 
to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and 
safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, 
traditional peoples and communities, Indigenous peoples 
and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable.”

Contributions to the global agenda

At the global level, AIK supports the implementation of 
several important multilateral agreements, including 
the CBD, the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda).

Related to the CBD, AIK’s work offers key contributions 
to the ABTs, global 2011-2020 biodiversity priorities, 
which are aligned with multiple NTs in Brazil’s NBSAP. 
For example, the sustainable production and cultivation 
of pequi directly contributes to targets related to 
sustainable production and consumption (ABT 4), habitat 
fragmentation and degradation (ABT 5), sustainable 
resource management (ABT 7), protected areas (ABT 11), 
conservation of genetic diversity (ABT 13), ecosystem 
protection that prioritizes marginalized groups (ABT 14), 
climate resilience (ABT 15), and traditional knowledge 
(ABT 18).

Additionally, AIK’s work conserving forests, on which the 
Khisêtjê people rely for subsistence, helps Brazil fulfil its 
commitments as a Party to the UNFCCC. By preventing 
deforestation and sequestering carbon in forests, these 
initiatives support Brazil’s fulfilment of its Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) toward greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emission reductions.

The Khisêtjê community likewise contributes to the 
achievement of several Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda. For example, the Pequi Oil 
Project supports the goals of zero hunger (SDG 2), gender 
equality (SDG 5), decent work and economic growth (SDG 
8), and responsible consumption and production (SDG 
12). Reforestation and forest restoration efforts contribute 
to the goals of climate action (SDG 13) and life on land 
(SDG 15). 

https://unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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REPLICATION, SCALABILITY, AND SUSTAINABILITY

Replication 

The native pequi is found across large swaths of land in the 
Amazon, Caatinga, Cerrado, and Atlantic rainforest regions of 
Brazil. As a result of pequi’s prominence, there is significant 
potential for AIK’s work to be replicated and scaled up.

Associating the forest with the production of food and other 
non-timber forest products (NTFPs) when reforesting degraded 
land is important, too, according to the Khisêtjê people. This 
could be replicated across Brazil with pequi and with other 
fruits depending on the region. The rotation of integrated 
pastures and fruit crops is a resilient economic model and an 
ecologically sustainable system that can improve soil fertility 
while increasing livestock yield and fruit production.

Many people plant the pequi and produce oil for their 
own consumption in the Xingu Indigenous Territory and 
beyond where there is enough pequi. Khisêtjê community 
members are open to sharing knowledge and inviting 
others to see their miniature power plant. They believe 
that the appreciation of traditional technology and 
knowledge integrated with modern technology and 
knowledge was a great lesson learned that deserves to 
be disseminated. They also believe their own efforts can 
demonstrate to other groups how to integrate traditional 
practices, scientific knowledge, and market needs.

Scalability

Further opportunities exist to scale up the initiative’s reach 
through partnership with non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) or integration into national policies. The Slow Food 
Presidium, for instance, has already highlighted a second 
Brazil-based pequi project in the state of Minas Gerais as 
another Slow Food Presidium, similarly recognizing that 
initiative’s efforts to manage the pequi trees sustainably, 

promote family farming, and protect biodiversity. The 
project is in line with the state’s PRÓ-PEQUI Programme, 
which supports local communities that traditionally live 
on the sustainable production of pequi fruit through 
incentives to agricultural harvesting practices, including 
processing and commercialization activities of pequi fruits 
and other native fruit products.

Sustainability 

Pequi oil is increasingly recognized in Brazil and 
internationally as an excellent product for the cosmetic 
and pharmaceutical industry, as well as for cooking. This 
growing market interest supports long-term sustainability 
of AIK’s Pequi Oil Project, which recently gained two new 
contracts with commercial partners. Pequi oil is sold to the 
New Harmony cosmetics company in the United States, 
as well as Grupo Pão de Açúcar supermarkets and Dalva 
& Dito restaurant in São Paulo. It is also exported and 

available online at Culinary Culture Connections thanks to 
a partnership with Soul Brasil.

Several efforts also support long-term growth in produc-
tion capability. Each year, more trees are planted, and the 
productivity of oil processing is increasing through the 
ongoing integration of the traditional production system 
and non-Indigenous technology.
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FUTURE PLANS 
The Khisêtjê community is seeking to improve the pequi oil work structure. A two-year project, recently 
approved by the Society, Population and Nature Institute (ISPN by its acronym in Portuguese), includes 
construction of a new oil-processing plant, as well as the purchase of a car and equipment.

In another ISA-financed project, the Khisêtjê people are developing the production and processing of 
manioc flour, an important food for the Xingu people, for commercialization within the Wawi Indigenous 
Territory and the Xingu Indigenous Park. This strategy will develop an economic alternative and contribute 
to ensuring food security in these territories.

In partnership with the ATIX, the Khisêtjê people also have been producing and marketing honey of the 
Xingu Indians for many years. Now, they are also developing pepper of the Xingu Indians, produced by 
Khisêtjê women and women from two other ethnic groups in the Xingu Indigenous Territory, the Waujá 
and Kawaiwete.

PARTNERS 
 ■ Bacuri Institute: Provides financial support for the 

production of Khisêtjê pequi oil.

 ■ Grupo Pão de Açúcar: Purchases Khisêtjê pequi oil to 
sell in supermarkets.

 ■ Slow Food Foundation: Recognized community’s work 
as a Slow Food Presidium.

 ■ Socioenvironmental Institute (ISA): Advises 
Khisêtjê on range of issues; provides support for 
development of mini pequi processing plant.

 ■ Soul Brasil: Promotes and exports products that 
foster the recovery of forests and the empowerment 
of traditional and Indigenous communities.

 ■ Xingu Indigenous Territory Association 
(ATIX): Partners in the organic certification of 
honey produced by the Khisêtjê and in the 
commercialization of pequi oil, honey, and pepper.
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