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UNDP EQUATOR INITIATIVE CASE STUDY SERIES
Local and Indigenous communities across the world are 
advancing innovative sustainable development solutions 
that work for people and for nature. Few publications 
or case studies tell the full story of how such initiatives 
evolve, the breadth of their impacts, or how they change 
over time. Fewer still have undertaken to tell these stories 
with community practitioners themselves guiding the 
narrative. The Equator Initiative aims to fill that gap.

The UNDP Equator Initiative, supported by generous 
funding from the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), awarded 
the Equator Prize 2020 to 10 outstanding Indigenous and 
local communities from 10 countries. The winning orga-
nizations showcase innovative nature-based solutions 
(NBS) for tackling biodiversity loss and climate change. 

Selected from 583 nominations from more than 120 
countries, the winners were celebrated at a high-profile 
virtual event on 29 September 2020. The event was held 
in conjunction with the UN Biodiversity Summit and the 
75th Session of the UN General Assembly, both also held 
virtually. The winners are sustainably protecting, restor-
ing, and managing forests, farms, wetlands, and marine 
ecosystems to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, help 
communities adapt to climate change, and create a green 
new economy. Since 2002, the Equator Prize has been 
awarded to 255 initiatives.

The following case study is one in a growing series that 
describes vetted and peer-reviewed best practices intended 
to inspire the policy dialogue needed to scale nature-based 
solutions essential to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

http://equatorinitiative.org/index.php?option=com_winners&view=casestudysearch&Itemid=858


KEY FACTS
Equator Prize winner  Founded

2020 1999

Location 

Djolu Territory, Tshuapa Province, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 

Beneficiaries

18,000 direct beneficiaries

Thematic areas 

Biodiversity conservation; Forest conservation/
sustainable development; Preservation of Indigenous or 
Traditional Knowledge

Fields of work

Protected area management; Endangered/threatened 
species conservation; Wildlife conservation

Sustainable Development Goals addressed

EQUATOR PRIZE 2020 WINNER FILM

PROJECT SUMMARY
Comprised of local Indigenous people from the 
Djolu Territory in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), Vie Sauvage has led the creation of 
the biodiverse Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve. This na-
tionally sanctioned rainforest reserve in the DRC’s 
Tshuapa Province is a haven for approximately 
1,800 bonobos (Pan paniscus), one of the largest 
known populations of this endangered great ape. 
The community-managed reserve was established 
in 2002 by the Indigenous Mongandu community 
in partnership with Vie Sauvage, and officially ga-
zetted by the DRC government in 2009. The Vie 
Sauvage conservation programme emerged from 
deeply rooted ancestral traditions that see bonobos 
as close relations to humans and forbid the hunt-
ing or eating of bonobos. Vie Sauvage prioritizes 
the philosophy that conservation and sustainable 
development are intertwined, as summarized in 
the Lingala saying: “Salisa bonobo mpe bonobo 
bakosalisa yo,” or “Help bonobos and bonobos will 
help you.” Vie Sauvage’s approach ensures that 
conservation actions are locally prioritized, rather 
than being defined by external forces. In the case 
of the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve, this has meant 
responding to local social, health, and economic 
needs in tandem with conservation needs, rather 
than initiating conservation actions first and only 
later introducing livelihood projects.

The depiction and use of boundaries and related information shown 
on maps or included in text of this document are not guaranteed to 
be free from error, nor do they imply official acceptance or recognition 
by the United Nations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhyocXvQBVU
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

Indigenous engagement in conservation is critical to saving our planet. 80 percent of the world’s remaining 
biodiversity is found within Indigenous lands, and it has been proven that Indigenous Peoples are the best 
caretakers of these vital regions. Protecting the rainforest means more than protecting the trees. The trees and 
animals rely on each other, and—for approximately the last million years—the Congo rainforest has relied on 
bonobos. Every bonobo born in the Peace Forest is a victory. Every bonobo protected is an opportunity for us to 
learn from their cooperative, peaceful society. It is up to us, their sister species, to ensure their survival into the next 
century and beyond! The pandemic and the growing climate crisis have brought immense difficulties, but they 
have also highlighted one very important truth: we are all connected. People are not separate from nature, we are 
part of it. We may be the world’s greatest threat, but we are also the world’s greatest hope. In this pivotal moment, 
let’s be inspired by the bonobos. Let’s be loving, cooperative, generous, and kind. By helping them survive, we are 
helping protect the future of all life on Earth.

— Vie Sauvage

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Indigenous 
communities have lived with great respect for the bonobo 
(Pan paniscus), an endangered great ape species. 
Approximately 80 kilometres south of the Djolu Territory 
capital, deep within the forest, the Kokolopori region 
is home to numerous bonobo groups and 33 human 
villages. Here, the local Mongandu communities have 
harboured a tradition of protecting bonobos and their 
natural surroundings for centuries. 

As humans’ closest relative, bonobos have garnered 
special attention in local Indigenous culture since time 

immemorial. Mongandu communities have sought to live 
out the peace and cooperation demonstrated by bonobo 
societies, which are made up of non-violent clans led by 
female leaders. Their respect for bonobo life and their 
shared lands and waters perpetuates the legacy of respect 
for wildlife and guardianship of nature. 

More recently, bonobos in the Kokolopori region 
have also sparked the interest of global conservation 
organizations, being the last remaining great ape 
identified by the scientific community and one with an 
endangered future. 

Origin and structure

In 1999, inspired by a meeting with a visiting scientist 
studying bonobos, a Kokolopori community member 
launched Vie Sauvage as a community-based conservation 
organization. Vie Sauvage was established to promote 
wildlife and forest conservation within the Djolu Territory, 
Tshuapa Province, and protect the keystone bonobos 
species that has long been revered by local culture. The 
organization helps village members engage with their 
ancestral narrative of guarding bonobos and biodiversity, 

while supporting community members in sharing their 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge with their neighbours 
and the global scientific and conservation communities. 
Through these actions, local community members are 
positioned at the forefront of the conservation movement 
in their own territory. Vie Sauvage’s founders and leaders 
foster the idea of interdependence of humans and nature 
captured in the Lingala saying: “Salisa bonobo mpe bonobo 
bakosalisa yo,” or “Help bonobos and bonobos will help you.”
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Within just a few years of Vie Sauvage’s founding, the 
organization made up of community members from 
Kokolopori villages established a 487,500-hectare 
nationally sanctioned community-managed nature 
reserve. In partnership with the Bonobo Conservation 
Initiative, they obtained written agreements from 
community members and met with local and national 
government and non-governmental partners to propose a 
gazettement of the community-managed nature reserve. 
The DRC national government officially gazetted the 
Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve (KBR) in 2009. 

As the designated local manager of KBR, Vie Sauvage 
facilitates research, capacity-building, operations, and 
community development projects within the Reserve 
and broader territory. The Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve 
Association (KBRA) is comprised of village representatives 
from all 33 villages representing diverse ages, genders, 
and religions. These members vote during regularly held 
meetings and hold power to approve or veto organizational 
decisions. KBRA members consult with constituent resource 
management committees to make organizational decisions. 
These committees include a lineage Chief, spiritual leader, 
and community member from each groupement (village 
cluster) representing their area’s unique biodiversity, socio-
economic, and zoning needs.  

The Reserve represents a model in the DRC for community-
managed conservation areas that provide communities 
with the mandate and jurisdiction to protect and steward 
their ancestral lands. This approach means that local needs 
and desires drive the prioritization of conservation actions, 
rather than conservation actions being determined by 
outside interests and externally developed project plans. 
Other territories have joined this movement, implementing 
the model in their lands. Community-managed reserves 
across the DRC formed the Bonobo Peace Forest, named 
in honour of the peaceful and cooperative bonobo 
society. The Bonobo Peace Forest is a connected network 
of community-managed reserves promoting peace and 
supporting sustainable human development.  

In harmony with conservation action, Vie Sauvage 
supports sustainable development through agriculture, 
education, health, and micro-enterprise initiatives. These 
initiatives include creating jobs through the Vie Sauvage 
Bonobo Monitoring and Anti-Poaching Program and 
supporting gender equity through women’s leadership 
initiatives. They also include partnering on local health 
clinics, the first accredited higher education institution in 
the region, primary education initiatives, and a sustainable 
agriculture extension unit. 
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LOCAL CHALLENGES 

Threats to endemic species

Several vulnerable, endangered, and understudied endemic 
species reside in the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve. These 
species include one of the largest known populations of 
bonobos (Pan paniscus), which are listed as endangered by 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Red List of Threatened Species. The Reserve also provides 
habitat for the rare and understudied Salongo or Dryas 
monkey (Cercopithecus dryas), listed as endangered by the 
IUCN Red List, as well as the Tshuapa red colobus (Piliocolobus 
tholloni) and the Congo peafowl (Afropavo congensis), both 
listed as vulnerable by the IUCN Red List. 

The Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve is one of the few sites 
where bonobos are habituated to human presence, allowing 

for daily observation of four bonobo groups. This unique 
habituation of rare and understudied species makes the 
area exceptionally valuable for conservation research. 
The Salongo monkey, Tshuapa red colobus, and Congo 
peafowl are also endemic to the DRC, being found only 
in forests south of the Congo River. As a result, threats 
to their habitat represent threats to the species’ global 
survival. These threats include poaching, over-hunting, 
and agricultural encroachment, including frequent slash 
and burn cultivation that expands into wildlife habitat. 
Threats are exacerbated by increasing human population, 
poverty, and conflict. 

Erosion of Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

Mongandu communities pass along Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge and Indigenous law through stories, proverbs, 
taboos, and songs. These taboos or customary laws are 
often centred on perpetuating longstanding respect 
for and kinship with the natural world. One important 
customary law, for example, recognizes bonobos as close 
relations to humans and forbids the hunting and eating of 
bonobos. However, within the context of an increasingly 
modernizing and globalizing world, bonobos and the 
human values and practices proven to protect them have 
become endangered and undervalued. With no national 
or provincial system for archiving, preserving, or teaching 
Indigenous Ecological Knowledge, Mongandu culture, 

history, and knowledge are at risk of being lost forever, 
despite their powerful influence for millennia in protecting 
natural habitats.

Agricultural production, poaching, hunting, and natural 
resource extraction, driven by economic value, are 
becoming more significant and overwhelming threats 
to forests, including in Kokolopori. Human conflict has 
also added stress to the human-wildlife relationship, 
particularly apparent during the Congo Wars, when 
people, driven to meet their basic needs, began hunting 
bonobos and encroaching on their habitat for survival. 

Political instability

Inconsistent national and provincial policies and political 
actions have posed threats to forest conservation. 
Recently, uncertainty related to security during national 

elections and the postponement of elections until 2018 
stifled ecotourism opportunities nationally and negatively 
impacted ecotourism investment specifically in Kokolopori. 
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Communication and infrastructure needs 

Kokolopori’s minimal communications channels and 
secluded location with challenging transportation access 
routes have helped protect it from large-scale industrial 
logging, mining, and oil exploration, all of which have 
caused large-scale deforestation in other areas. While 
the region’s isolation has benefited the forest, the lack of 
communication and transportation infrastructure also 
presents challenges for Vie Sauvage in developing its 
organizational and ecotourism operations. The majority 
of the organization’s communication must be done as 

face-to-face conversation. The group’s only electronic 
communication tool is a high-frequency radio, making 
timely and thorough communication, reporting, and 
outreach difficult. Travel to Kokolopori is arduous and 
costly. Visitors and supplies must be transported by river or 
bush plane and then by vehicle across rugged dirt roads. 
The costs for transportation to Kokolopori constitute 
a significant challenge for program development, 
presenting barriers for visiting researchers and ecotourism.

“The natural resources of Africa are best known and understood 
at the local level. Decision-makers at higher levels of government, 

within Africa and beyond, would best serve conservation and 
development needs by investing in local initiatives and supporting 

their partnership with more fully equipped organizations. The 
health of the forest begins at the grassroots.” 

 Albert Lokasola, Vie Sauvage President
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LOCAL RESPONSES 

Community-based conservation model 

Vie Sauvage’s founding leader, Albert Lotana Lokasola, 
acknowledged the global significance of the bonobo 
during the mid-1970s after assisting Japanese scientists on 
the world’s first longitudinal bonobo study. Recognizing 
this great ape is not only one of humans’ closest relatives, 
but also endemic to their country and culture, this 
visionary saw an opportunity to support bonobos, local 
culture, and sustainable development simultaneously. 
The organization garnered support and investment for 
protecting bonobos as well as Mongandu ancestral lands. 
Through Vie Sauvage, Kokolopori residents were able 
to engage with and control their own conservation and 
development. 

Today, the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve protects nearly 
half a million hectares of rainforest. The Reserve harbours 
approximately 1,800 bonobos, representing more than 
10 percent of the estimated wild population, according 

to a 2011 study. As one of a few sites where bonobos and 
humans have habituated together, the site is a prime area 
poised for academic research, ecotourism, and education. 
In 2005, Vie Sauvage members began conducting regular 
bonobo monitoring and anti-poaching patrols in the 
Reserve. Currently, five bonobo groups are habituated, 
three of them being part of a longitudinal scientific 
research study led by scientists from Harvard University. 

To address the needs of local communities, Vie Sauvage 
created multiple-use zones within the Reserve. Community 
members selected the zones through participatory land-
management processes. They designated some areas as 
‘sustainable use’ areas, allowing residents to collect non-
timber forest products (NTFPs) and produce approved 
agricultural products. Other zones were designated as 
hunting zones. They chose the most important biodiverse 
areas to be strict conservation zones.

KEY IMPACTS

Community-based conservation model

 ■ 487,500 hectares of rainforest have been protected.
 ■ 10 percent of the world’s wild bonobo population has been protected within the Reserve.
 ■ Monitoring of bonobos and poaching threats was initiated in 2005.
 ■ Three of five habituated bonobo groups have been placed under longitudinal study.
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Advancing Traditional Ecological Knowledge

Vie Sauvage and the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve are 
based upon a long history of Indigenous Knowledge that 
sees bonobos as close relatives to humans and forbids 
the hunting and eating of bonobos. By re-engaging local 
communities with ancestral practices and Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge in forest management, Vie Sauvage 
hopes to safeguard and reinforce local cultural traditions. 
The protection of the bonobo, in particular, has become 
a rallying point for people in Kokolopori and beyond, 
inspiring community members to revisit the importance 

of forest conservation and ancestral wisdom. Vie Sauvage 
aims to develop local initiatives to preserve their culture, 
including archiving and publishing textbooks for schools 
in Kokolopori. Through these initiatives and the growth 
of the Bonobo Peace Forest network, Vie Sauvage and 
partnering community-based organizations in the region 
are charting the course to prevent cultural extinction. 
Working together, these groups are also harnessing the 
conservation legacy of their ancestors to lead the way in 
conservation and sustainable development in the DRC.  

KEY IMPACTS 

Advancing Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

 ■ Dozens of communities are re-engaging with traditional beliefs about the bonobo and promoting 
their protection through the Bonobo Peace Forest network.

 ■ School textbooks are being developed to advance Traditional Ecological Knowledge.

Supporting sustainable development and gender equity

Vie Sauvage’s mission contributes to sustainable develop-
ment for villages, including through education, jobs 
training, employment creation, healthcare, and peace and 
security. The organization currently employs 75 people 
from Kokolopori, creating economic opportunity for a 
significant number of residents in the field of conservation. 
Employment includes positions in forest management, 
biodiversity monitoring, community development, 
and ecotourism. Specifically, the Vie Sauvage Bonobo 
Monitoring and Anti-Poaching Program employs local 
tracking teams who monitor five bonobo groups, gather 
valuable biological information, and protect bonobos 
from poachers.

In 2003, Vie Sauvage initiated the first higher learning 
institute in the region, Djolu Technical College (DTC). 
DTC, which was accredited in 2012, educates students 
to become leaders in conservation and sustainable 
development, hosting degree tracks in forestry and water, 
environment and sustainable development, and nursing 
and public health. The DTC extension agency supports 
communities and households with technical assistance 
in sustainable agriculture, including pisciculture and 
animal husbandry. These alternative agricultural practices 

reduce stress on forests and biodiversity by maintaining 
soil fertility and reducing the need to expand agricultural 
fields to new areas. 

Vie Sauvage has assisted in establishing a health clinic 
with essential medical services, midwives, and anti-malaria 
campaigns. Additionally, Vie Sauvage has raised funds for 
local schools, launched a micro-credit program to support 
entrepreneurship, and developed ecotourism activities 
and enterprises. Vie Sauvage is currently producing small-
scale consumer goods, such as soap, and scaling these 
sustainable enterprises and their pilot tourism activities 
within KBR.

Rallying behind the example of bonobos, who live in 
matriarchal female-led clans, Vie Sauvage has developed 
programs that benefit women and support them as 
leaders vital to the community at large. Vie Sauvage 
provides access to education and employment through 
scholarships for women to DTC. Vie Sauvage also support 
the DRC’s Evaluation Rapide Multisectorielle (ERM) 
programme established through the United Nations’ 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, which 
created a women’s leadership pipeline in the DRC.
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KEY IMPACTS 

Supporting sustainable development  
and gender equity

 ■ Vie Sauvage has directly created 75 jobs. 
 ■ A pilot health clinic has been established.
 ■ The Tshuapa Region’s first and only accredited college has been established. 
 ■ 10 DTC scholarships have been created for local women.
 ■ A women’s leadership pipeline is supported.

Establishing the Bonobo Peace Forest 

Vie Sauvage acknowledges the important connection 
between equitable natural resource management and 
lasting peace and security within the DRC. The Congo War 
from 1996 to 2003 took a toll on communities and their 
natural environments. When people were suffering from 
a war driven by competition over natural resources, Vie 
Sauvage became an architect for peace and abundance 
by establishing the Bonobo Peace Forest, together with 

the Bonobo Conservation Initiative and other local 
conservation organizations. Named in honour of the 
peaceful, cooperative society of bonobos, the Bonobo 
Peace Forest is a growing network of community nature 
reserves, with the KBR as its pilot. The network promotes 
and establishes conservation of natural resources that 
support peace and community wellbeing.

KEY IMPACTS 

Establishing the Bonobo Peace Forest 

 ■ The Bonobo Peace Forest connects three additional communities spanning 900,000 hectares. 
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POLICY IMPACTS 

National policy impacts 

Vie Sauvage’s contribution to conserving the central Congo 
rainforest has been recognized at the national level. Vie 
Sauvage is a member, advisor, and partner in the Coalition 
for Community Conservation of Bonobos (CCCB), an 
incorporated national alliance representing community-
based conservation efforts for the DRC’s natural assets 

and sustainable development. The federal government 
has affirmed this model by establishing formal titles for 
community-based organizations like Vie Sauvage. The 
actions of community-based organizations have been so 
significant that community-based conservation has been 
identified as a viral movement in the Bonobo Peace Forest. 

Contributions to the global agenda

At the global level, Vie Sauvage and the Kokolopori Bonobo 
Reserve (KBR) support several multilateral agreements, 
including the  Convention on Biological Diversity  (CBD), 
the  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change  (UNFCCC), and the  2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development  (2030 Agenda). Vie Sauvage is supporting 
multiple  Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs) and 
corresponding targets. For example, the group’s formal 
protection of the KBR supports life on land (SDG 15). 
Vie Sauvage participated in the United Nations Forum 
on Forests, and the group’s legal protection of 487,500 
hectares of forest contributes to urgent action on climate 

change (SDG 13). Social and economic development 
projects, such as efforts to establish Djolu Technical College, 
health clinics, education scholarships for women, and 75 
jobs to date, support good health and well-being (SDG 3), 
equitable quality education (SDG 4), gender equality (SDG 
5), and sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic 
growth (SDG 8). Vie Sauvage additionally contributes to 
SDG 8 by endeavouring to decouple economic growth from 
environmental degradation and promoting sustainable 
tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and 
products.

“In oral cultures like ours, Traditional Knowledge of conservation 
is rapidly disappearing with increasing development. This 
knowledge must be valued, preserved, and protected, and 

Indigenous rights to our land and intellectual property must be 
respected. Combined with scientific research, this knowledge has 

great value for sustaining our world.” 

 Albert Lokasola, Vie Sauvage President

https://www.cbd.int/
https://unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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REPLICATION, SCALABILITY, AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Replication 

Neighbouring communities across the bonobo habitat 
are noticing the benefits of sustainable development and 
conservation. Inspired by Vie Sauvage, the communities 
of Lilungu, Lingomo, Nkokolombo, Likongo, and Foret 
Riche replicated the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve model. 
Together, they protect an additional 900,000 hectares 
of tropical rainforest that provides habitat for bonobos 
and other key species in the Djolu and Befale territories 
of the Tshuapa Province. Community conservationists in 

each of these villages collected written agreements from 
community members and established formal community-
based organizations. Through their organizations, they 
are working with local and national government and non-
governmental partners to establish community-managed 
nature reserves across their land. Vie Sauvage and this 
growing network of community-based conservation 
organizations form the Bonobo Peace Forest, a connected 
network of community-based reserves. 

Scalability

The Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve and the growing Bonobo 
Peace Forest model represent a new community-driven, 
inclusive conservation standard. The Bonobo Peace Forest’s 
organizations across the DRC have further aligned through 
the  Coalition for Community Conservation of Bonobos, 
a legally recognized network of local non-governmental 
organizations and Peace Forest participants created to 
link and amplify Indigenous voices. This growing coalition 
offers a proof of concept that the KBR model can scale 
up. It also provides evidence of the value of bottom-up, 

localized approaches, which are cost-effective, sustainable, 
and scalable alternatives to top-down or foreign-driven 
protected areas and conservation programmes. The global 
ICCA Consortium, which promotes territories and areas 
conserved by Indigenous Peoples and local communities, 
demonstrates that Indigenous Peoples around the world 
are effective in achieving conservation, social, and cultural 
objectives through community-based natural resource 
management.

Sustainability 

The DRC’s national government recognizes and supports 
the KBR and Bonobo Peace Forest reserves. The Bonobo 
Peace Forest project is also endorsed by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) and the DRC Office of the Kyoto Protocol of the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). The legal support by government and non-
governmental organizations supports a sustainable future 
for Vie Sauvage and the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve. 
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FUTURE PLANS 
Indigenous and Traditional Knowledge is increasingly threatened, especially in communities with 
predominantly oral histories. The proverbs, tales, and legends of the Mongandu people are the social-
ecological guides that promote nature and biodiversity. To preserve this knowledge, in partnership 
with local Elders and schools, Vie Sauvage plans to produce a textbook on Indigenous Knowledge. This 
textbook will specifically include tales about bonobos, which nurture and protect the longstanding 
human-bonobo respect and kinship. While the national educational system does not archive and preserve 
local Indigenous Knowledge systems or integrate them into the formal curricula, Vie Sauvage aims to 
build a local educational resource that will enrich the local education system. In addition, Vie Sauvage will 
continue to expand sustainable development initiatives, including ecotourism, climate-smart agriculture 
training, soap-making businesses, and renewable energy projects. The group will also strengthen core 
operations and its monitoring and evaluation capacity, while initiating a follow-up reserve-wide biological 
survey. Vie Sauvage aims to secure a long-term financing strategy so the community-managed nature 
reserve and community-based organization can continue to expand.

PARTNERS 
 ■ Bonobo Conservation Initiative (BCI): Raises aware-

ness and funds for Vie Savauge programs, facilitates 
capacity-building activities and partnerships, and 
serves as the international managing partner for 
the Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve (KBR), supporting 
conservation and community development.

 ■ Congo Education Partners (CEP): Supported and 
advised Vie Sauvage on the Djolu Technical College, 
supported infrastructure development, established 
scholarship funds, and built capacity for the college’s 
agricultural extension station.

 ■ Congolese Institute for Conservation of Nature (ICCN) 
and DRC Ministry of Environment, Conservation, 
Water and Forests: Ongoing collaboration since the 
gazettement of the KBR. ICCN has also facilitated 
high-level training for KBR trackers.

 ■ Harvard University, Department of Human Evolu-
tionary Biology: Conducted longitudinal bonobo 
research study at the KBR in early 2016, trained and 
employed local bonobo trackers to collect data on 
study groups, and worked with additional teams to 
improve and expand data collection and bonobo 
habituation activities.

 ■ DRC Ministry of Scientific Research (Centre de 
Recherche en Ecologie et Forestrie - CREF, and Centre 
de Recherche Interdisciplinaire de Matadi-CRMD): 
Scientists advise conservation program staff, conduct 
field research, and assist with training local trackers 
in bonobo survey, monitoring, and habituation 
techniques. 

SOURCES AND FURTHER RESOURCES 
Almquist, A., et al. ‘Kokolopori and the Bonobo Peace Forest in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: Prioritizing the 
local in conservation practice. In: Painemilla, K., et al. (eds.) ‘Indigenous Peoples and conservation: From rights to resource 
management.’ Conservation International. 2010. 

Béchard, D. Viral Conservation. Solutions Journal 4(6) 40-46. 2014.  Available online here. 

Bonobo Conservation Initiative. ‘Bonobo Peace Forest.’ 2021. Available online here. 

Bonobo Conservation Initiative. ‘Kokolopori Bonobo Reserve.’ 2021. Available online here. 

https://www.thesolutionsjournal.com/article/viral-conservation/
https://www.bonobo.org/programs/bonobo-peace-forest
https://www.bonobo.org/programs/kokolopori-bonobo-reserve


14

Congo Education Partners. ‘Lokangi Agricultural Station.’ n.d. Available online here. 

Congo Education Partners. ‘Meet Djolu Technical College.’ n.d. Available online here. 

ICCA Registry. ‘About ICCA.’ n.d. Available online here.  

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. ‘Bonobo (Pan paniscus).’ 2015. 
Available online here.

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. ‘Dryas monkey (Cercopithecus 
dryas).’ 2015. Available online here.

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. ‘Tshuapa red colobus (Piliocolobus 
tholloni).’ 2015. Available online here.

Smithsonian Magazine. ‘The smart and swinging bonobo.’ 2006. Available online here.

Smithsonian Magazine. ‘The surprising way civil war took its toll on Congo’s great apes.’ 2016. Available online here.

United Nations. ‘Sustainable Development Goals.’ n.d. online here.

https://www.congoeducationpartners.org/outreach--training.html
https://www.congoeducationpartners.org/higher-education.html
http://www.iccaregistry.org/en/about/iccas
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/15932/102331567
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/4216/17947691
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/18257/166598109
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-smart-and-swinging-bonobo-134784867/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/surprising-way-civil-war-took-its-toll-congos-great-apes-180958298/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Equator Initiative acknowledges with gratitude Vie Sauvage, particularly Albert Lotana Lokasola for his insight 
and support. All photos courtesy of Vie Sauvage. Maps courtesy of United Nations Geospatial Information Section and 
Wikipedia.

Editors
Editor-in-Chief:  Anne LS Virnig
Managing Editor:  Amanda Bielawski
Contributing Editors: Marion Marigo, Anna Medri, Rachael Phillips, Veronika Seemann, Martin Sommerschuh,  
   Christina Supples 

Writer
Meredith Beaton       

Design
Kimberly Koserowski 

Suggested citation
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). ‘Vie Sauvage, Democratic Republic of the Congo’. Equator Initiative 
Case Study Series. 2022. New York, NY. 

Equator Initiative
Sustainable Development Cluster
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
304 East 45th Street, 15th Floor  
New York, NY 10017
www.equatorinitiative.org

UNDP is the leading United Nations organization fighting to end the injustice of poverty, inequality, and climate change. 
Working with our broad network of experts and partners in 170 countries, we help nations to build integrated, lasting 
solutions for people and planet. Learn more at undp.org or follow at @UNDP.

The Equator Initiative brings together the United Nations, governments, civil society, businesses, and grassroots 
organizations to recognize and advance local sustainable development solutions for people, nature, and resilient 
communities.

©2022 Equator Initiative 
All rights reserved


